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“Grace, peace, mercy be to you from God our Father 

and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus, the Christ, by 

the power and in the presence of the ever blessed 

Holy Spirit!” AMEN! 

 

In our First Lesson today we hear the promise that: 

“The sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in 

its wings.” (Malachi 4:2a) 

 

In our Psalm today we sing: “Sing a new song to the 

LORD, who has done marvelous things.” (Psalm 

98:1) 

 

In our Second Lesson today we hear these words of 

encouragement: “Brothers and sisters, do not be 

weary in doing what is right.” (II Thessalonians 3:13) 

 

“True Endurance” 

St. Luke 21:5-19 



Lord, we believe! Help our unbelief! Lord, we are 

fearless! Help us when we are afraid! Lord, we are 

generous! Help us when we are not! Lord, by your 

gift of endurance, we have gained our souls! Help us 

not to squander the generous and radical mercy, grace 

and forgiveness that you have given us! 

 

The words of Jesus before us today could have been 

taken from the headlines on the evening news. They 

describe very well the anxieties, fears, doubts and 

frustrations of all the ages: past, present and still to 

come. The days in which we are living are certainly 

no different.  

 

They also foretell the struggles and difficulties that 

the immediate followers of Jesus would endure. Jesus 

knew what was before him in that first Great and 

Holy Week soon to be accomplished. He knew it 

would not be easy for those who would come after as 



well. But by his obedient and persistent endurance, 

all would be accomplished according to God’s holy 

will and way. Their salvation and ours would be 

secured, the salvation of the world as well! By his 

endurance and theirs, the souls of many would be 

gained.  

 

So it is with us this day. By God’s gift of faith and 

endurance, our souls are safe and secure in the ever 

blessed arms of Jesus. We can believe in God’s 

faithfulness, be fearless in doing what needs to be 

done and continue to be generous in our response to 

support the mission and ministry entrusted to our 

keeping – dare we say the gaining of souls for Jesus? 

 

It may be difficult for us to relate to the persecution 

and abuse of which Jesus speaks of for being a 

follower of Jesus in our day. In fact, quite the 

opposite might just be our problem. Not to wish any 



harm on the faithful, but perhaps it has become a 

little bit too comfortable to be a follower of Jesus. 

We tend to take it for granted and all the blessings 

that come with it, being a follower of Jesus, that is.  

 

The gaining of our souls and the salvation of God’s 

creation comes with a steep price, you see – the very 

life and death of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. But in 

the gift of everlasting life given in the resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead, we are assured that no matter 

what happens to us along the way that God would 

have us to go, God’s grace is all sufficient to help us 

endure whatever comes our way. The Son, S-O-N, of 

righteousness has risen, with healing in his wings! 

 

We can and do sing that new song to the LORD 

today, because of all the marvelous things God has 

done; in us, through us, sometimes in spite of us, 



God’s wonderful endurance to secure for us and all 

those other souls out there.  

 

As frustrating and as difficult as following Jesus oft 

times can be, we must never grow weary in doing 

what is right. By God’s grace and to God’s glory, 

God’s gift of faith and endurance has gained our 

souls, and so many more, for all eternity. We have so 

much to celebrate and be thankful for this day and 

always! AMEN! 

 

 


