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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in serving 
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration 
sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest 
book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 
things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence for reflection 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have 
strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We 
dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your 
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may 
bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among 
us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a 
living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.  You 

have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in 
the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 264, “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

  

https://youtu.be/ZisOLV9LeuA


 

 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsJUESWqqAs


 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE OF ADVENT    
  240 “Light One Candle”(Stanzas 1 & 2) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/M2-PLmnYNsg


Word 
FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of 
Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger 
will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 

 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 



 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no 
more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R  

SECOND READING Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as 
Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 



  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their 
ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QFpPQN_X60


powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in 
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Linda Veren 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

HYMN OF THE DAY 249, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

https://youtu.be/vhYwhQMmYhw


NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven;  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS  (Stand) 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global 
church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and 
custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. 
God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us 
your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, 
in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for 
serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to 
war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict 
may be named). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those 
who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring 
help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care (especially). God, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 
congregations in transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to 
congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert 
to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives 
of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 

C:  Amen 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

P: Peace be with you.   C:  And also with you. 



Meal 
OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A: Let Us Pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 
thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 
care of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the 
entrance of the sanctuary.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPMfCTpjtp0


 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yOFyVQALlA


in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 256, “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Duuz5gdAfQA
https://youtu.be/hnrUdkFnDpc


 

COMMUNION HYMN (2) 246, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice  
is Sounding!” 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 

https://youtu.be/6V0J9Rgsr7A
https://youtu.be/6V0J9Rgsr7A


this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to 
birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sending 
BLESSING  

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us 

in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen 

SENDING HYMN    253, “He Came Down”      

 

 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God.   

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27115.  

https://youtu.be/ZLLiMcxOmmE


 Birthdays   
Linda Veren  12/04     Gordon Gunderson  12/09     James Tesch  12/09 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Announcements for Sunday, December 4, 2022 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness:  Tammy Cain, Milissa Collins, David 
Durant, Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Eck Luken, Dot Peterson, 
David Scott, Charles Sharp and Tom Wolfgang;  Those serving in 
military, firefighters & law enforcement including:  Marc Alverson, Daryl 
Bogle, Adam Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, 
Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Titus Nissen, Rich Peacock and 
Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Grace Lutheran 
Church – Long Beach, MS  and  Pastor Dave Parr;  ELCA Leaders:  SE 
Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our stewardship last week:   Attendance – 52   Offerings – $2,317.50 

SCRIPTURE DECEMBER 11TH: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 

 
Our annual congregation meeting is scheduled for December 11th 
immediately following the worship service.  Topics include the annual 
reports, the 2023 Ministry Financial Plan, and elections.  Voting members - 
please plan to attend and let your voice and vote be heard. 

AN EVENING IN ADVENT 
Our Advent Event for 2022 will take place on Wednesday evening, 
December 14th beginning at 5:30 pm with a light supper in the Fellowship 
Hall.  There will be time for fellowship, an Advent Study and the 
decorating of the Sanctuary Christmas Tree.  The evening will conclude 
with a Service of Evening Prayer.  Plan now to be with us for this time of 
fellowship and preparation for the celebration of the coming of Jesus 
among us! 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 
 1:00pm  Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts & Girl Scouts 

Mon, Dec 5    3:00pm – 6:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Voice & Piano 
Lessons 

Tues., Dec 6    8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours 
 3:45pm – 7:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano and Guitar 

Lessons 

Wed., Dec 7 8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours 
 4:15pm – 5:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Drums & Piano 

Lessons 
 5:30pm – 6:30pm  Yoga Class 
 5:30pm  Prodisee Pantry  
 6:00pm – 8:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Thur., Dec 8 8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours  
 3:45pm – 5:30pm  Musical Beginnings: Drums, Voice & 

Piano Lessons 

Sat., Dec 10 8:00am  Yoga Class 

Sun., Dec 11 9:15am  Children’s Sunday School 
 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 
 11:15am – 12 15pm Annual Congregation Meeting 
 2:00pm – 5:00pm  Cub Scouts Meeting 

 
Children’s Sunday School will be held on Sundays December 4th & 11th at 
9:15am.  Sunday School is for all children ages 4 thru 6th grade.  Our 
Advent season topics will include Jesus is the Savior God Promised and Jesus is 
Born!  If you have any questions, contact Barbie Ramsland at 251-625-2421 
or ramsland@mindspring.com.     

The Advent Devotional Booklet “Fling Wide the Door” is available as 
you leave today.  It comes to us from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN. 
Please take one with you and use it in your Advent Journey as you prepare 
to celebrate once more the birth of Jesus, our Immanuel. God is with us in 
all things as God dares to come down among us! 

Rick Russell will be starting a weekly morning Bible study at a local 
coffee shop from 7:00am to 7:45am or so.  If anyone is interested, please let 
him know. Rick Russel thumper335999@live.com” 

mailto:ramsland@mindspring.com
mailto:thumper335999@live.com


Christmas Poinsettias:  If you would like to order Christmas poinsettias a 

sign-up sheet is available in the narthex.  They will be the same price as last 
year, $10.00 each.   

Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister                                               Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musician                                                               Joy M. Sullivan:  Piano 
Steve Horlebein:  Guitar 

Assisting Minister Rick Russell 

Acolyte  Lynn Russell 

Lector Ginny Peterson 

Cantor Randi Paterson 

Children’s Sermon Linda Veren 

Altar Guild Diane MacShane 

Greeter Petersons 

Usher                                                 Phyllis Buchholz 

Tellers Jerry Driskell & Phyllis Buchholz 

Camera Operator Andy Veren 

Hospitality Uskoski’s 

 
 

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with other. 



 



 


