
 
“What then did you go out to see?  A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.” 
                                                            St. Matthew 11:9 
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    “Come, Celebrate with Us”
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in serving 
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration 
sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest 
book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 
things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence for reflection 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have 
strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We 
dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your 
refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may 
bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among 
us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a 
living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.  You 

have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in 
the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 242, “Awake! Awake, and  
Greet the New Morn” 

  

https://youtu.be/h75S84fUL2M
https://youtu.be/h75S84fUL2M


 

  

  

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsJUESWqqAs


 

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE OF ADVENT    
  240 “Light One Candle” (Stanzas 1- 3) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our 
faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your 
way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/M2-PLmnYNsg


Word 
FIRST READING Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 
God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 



  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Psalm 146:5-10 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8) 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who 
hunger. 
  The LORD sets the | captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 
who | are bowed down; 
  the LORD

| loves the righteous. R 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of 
the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R  

SECOND READING James 5:7-10 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than 
discontent. 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QFpPQN_X60


 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:2-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). 
From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates 
that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we 
to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is 
the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pam Burkey 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY 244, “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

https://youtu.be/FMBRLq0-y9Q


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven;  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS  (Stand) 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global 
church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work 
of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have 
squandered and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and 
neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may breathe, 
drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. 
Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations 
and peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for our 
enemies. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress 
because of worry, illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health 
care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to 
keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts 
as we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom 
this season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with 
loving support. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the 
saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on 
those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting 
promises. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 

C:  Amen 

PEACE 
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

P: Peace be with you.   C:  And also with you. 

Meal 

 

OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the 
care of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the 
entrance of the sanctuary.  



OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A: Let Us Pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to 
thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPMfCTpjtp0


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yOFyVQALlA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Duuz5gdAfQA


 

COMMUNION HYMN 259, “Fling Wide the Door”  

 

  

 

  

https://youtu.be/pHWAp-kntbA


  

COMMUNION HYMN (2) 246, “Wait for the Lord” 
(Sung four times) 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 
this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to 
birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

https://youtu.be/s7GexIvX8HU
https://youtu.be/s7GexIvX8HU


C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sending 
BLESSING  

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us 

in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen 

SENDING HYMN    248, “People, Look East”      

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2kqoIf-OzzQ


 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God.   
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Dave Howell  12/14     Richard Peacock   12/15     Gage Foxworth  12/16 

 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Announcements for Sunday, December 11, 2022 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness:  Tammy Cain, Milissa Collins, David 
Durant, Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot Peterson, David Scott, 
Charles Sharp and Tom Wolfgang;  Those serving in military, firefighters 
& law enforcement including:  Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam 
Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, Jordan Miller, 
Christopher Mueller, Titus Nissen, Rich Peacock and Dylan 
Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Grace Lutheran Church – 
Long Beach, MS  and  Pastor Dave Parr;  ELCA Leaders:  SE Synod 
Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our stewardship last week:   Attendance – 54   Offerings – $3,652.50 

SCRIPTURE DECEMBER 18TH: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 
1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:15am  Children’s Sunday School 
 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 
 11:00am  Annual Congregation Meeting 
 2:00pm  Cub Scouts Meeting 

Mon, Dec 12    3:00pm – 6:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Voice & Piano 
Lessons 

Tues., Dec 13   8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours 
 12:00pm  Lunch Bunch @ Mandina’s of Spanish Fort  
 3:45pm – 7:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano and Guitar 

Lessons 
 5:30pm – 6:30pm  Yoga Class 

Wed., Dec 14 8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours 
 4:15pm – 5:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Drums & Piano 

Lessons 
 6:00pm – 8:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Thur., Dec 15 8:30am – 2:30pm  Office Hours  
 3:45pm – 5:30pm  Musical Beginnings: Drums, Voice & 

Piano Lessons 

Sat., Dec 17 9:00am  Children's Christmas Program Rehearsal 
 10:30am Eck Luken’s Funeral Visitation 
 11:00am Eck Luken Funeral and Reception 

Sun., Dec 18 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion & Children’s 
Christmas Program 

 11:15am  Congregation Christmas Luncheon 
 2:00pm – 5:00pm  Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts Meetings 
 
 

 
Our annual congregation meeting is scheduled for Today, immediately 
following the worship service.  Topics include the annual reports, the 2023 
Ministry Financial Plan, and elections.  Voting members - please attend and 
let your voice and vote be heard. 



AN EVENING IN ADVENT 
Our Advent Event for 2022 will take place on Wednesday evening, 
December 14th beginning at 5:30 pm with a light supper in the Fellowship 
Hall.  There will be time for fellowship, an Advent Study and the 
decorating of the Sanctuary Christmas Tree.  The evening will conclude 
with a Service of Evening Prayer.  Plan now to be with us for this time of 
fellowship and preparation for the celebration of the coming of Jesus 
among us! 

Children’s Sunday School wrapped up for 2022 today.   Our last topic 
was Jesus is Born!   Thank you to Rebekuh Uskoski and Barbie Ramsland 
who made this valuable and timely education possible for the children. 

Christmas Poinsettias:  If you would like to order Christmas poinsettias 

a sign-up sheet is still available in the narthex. The deadline is next Sunday, 

December 18th.  They will be the same price as last year, $10.00 each.   

 
Lunch Bunch will meet at Mandina’s Restaurant of Spanish Fort at 
noon on Tuesday, December 13th.  All are invited.  The location is 25000 
Bass Pro Drive, Suite 100, Spanish Fort, AL 36527  A signup sheet is in the 
narthex. 

With the Holidays approaching us we are once again collecting for 
Family Promise. There is a table in the Narthex setup for donations. I 
have listed items below as suggestions but anything will help.    

• Socks 
• Laundry supplies: detergent, bleach 

• Paper products: paper plates, paper towels, plastic eating utensils 

• Toiletries: deodorant, bath soap (Dove), shampoo and conditioner, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, feminine hygiene products 

• Baby products:  disposable diapers, wipes 

• Student back packs 

• Bath towels and wash cloths 

• Over-the-counter medicine: Tylenol, Band Aids, Cough Drops, Alcohol 
Swabs 

• Bed pillows 

• Cleaning products: Trash Bags, Lysol spray, Lysol Wipes 

• Gift cards for essentials:  Walmart, Target, gas, etc. 
What a Blessing it is that we have such a generous congregation when it 
comes to all of our Outreach programs.  

Gods Peace,  Tiffany Bogle 



 

YOU ARE INVITED  
Annual Congregation Christmas Luncheon 

Sunday, December 18th, 2022 
Gathering Place Fellowship Hall 

Following the 10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex  

All are welcome! 
Hosted by Ms. Lorraine and Pastor Rich 

 
 

 

 

 

Rick Russell will be starting a weekly morning Bible study at a local 
coffee shop from 7:00am to 7:45am or so.  If anyone is interested, please let 
him know. Rick Russell  thumper335999@live.com 

mailto:thumper335999@live.com


 

Advent-Christmas Schedule 
Advent Event: Wednesday, December 14th, 

5:30 pm 
Begins with a brief Advent study 
Decorating of the Christmas Tree  

Ends with Service of Evening Prayer 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 18th, 
2022 

10:00 am Service of Holy Communion 
Includes Sunday Church School Presentation 

“The Christmas Story” 
The Flute Ensemble will join us! 

Annual Congregation Christmas Luncheon  
follows the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Carol Service of Holy Communion 

Saturday, December 24th, 5:30 pm 

Christmas Day Service of Holy Communion 
Sunday, December 25th, 10:00 am 

“Come Celebrate with US!” 
  



Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister                                               Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musician                                                               Joy M. Sullivan:  Piano 
Steve Horlebein:  Guitar 

Assisting Minister Dave Kummer 

Acolyte  Nic Bogle 

Lector Steve Horlebein 

Cantor Debi Horlebein 

Children’s Sermon Pam Burkey 

Altar Guild Linda Gregg 

Greeter Phyllis Buchholz 

Usher                                                 Derek Thorsrud 

Tellers Phyllis Buchholz & Rick Russell 

Camera Operator Audri Richards 

Hospitality Russell’s 

 
 

 
  

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with other. 



 



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


