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Dear friends,
As busy as October has been, and it has been very busy, November is shaping up to be much the same. “Abundantly Blessed – Joyously Giving!”
Stewardship Sunday on November 7th starts us off in the right place. It is
All Saints Sunday as well, a most appropriate time to consider just how
“abundantly blessed” we truly are and have been, blessed indeed, by Saints
past, present and still to come! It is certainly a day when we will “be glad and
rejoice in God’s salvation”. It will certainly be a day for us to participate in
an act of “joyously giving” as we make our appropriate response to all
God’s good and gracious gifts first come to us by God’s abundant grace and
blessing.
From All Saints Sunday to the First Sunday of Advent, we will cover some
ground on the church calendar. When you throw in the National Day of
thanksgiving from the secular calendar, we know for sure that the times and
seasons are changing indeed! We do have so much to be grateful for, even in
the midst of all that troubles us. I will spare us the litany, just know for sure
that God’s never ending and all encompassing love and grace are more than
all sufficient to meet our every need in body, mind and Spirit!
One of the three Temple Talks from our stewardship emphasis for this year
is printed in this newsletter. What beautiful words of grace and blessing are
expressed in these heartfelt messages, the first one written by Sarah Howell
and delivered by her mother, Cyndi.
The second message was given by Rich Peacock. Unfortunately it is not in
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written form. It came straight from the heart and dealt with the great blessings he and his family
received in just being able to come to this place of “Sanctuary” we so often take for granted.
Much sweat, maybe even a little bit of blood and certainly many tears of anxiety as well as great
joy went into making this place we know as Holy Trinity a physical reality.
Randi Patterson prepared and delivered the third Temple Talk. She also shares with us a second
“Abundantly Blessed—Joyously Giving” message found later in this newsletter.
Video recordings of Sara and Randi’s temple talks can be found on the church’s Facebook page.
The need continues today and into the future if we are to honor those saints of the past who
brought us to this time and place. We give thanks for those saints in this present time who continue to make it so among us. The need continues as we seek to carry out the call to be “Sanctuary”
to those we seek to serve, within and out in the communities where we live.
With great joy and a sense of real privilege we move forward in the love and care we provide to
this physical place. We are so abundantly blessed by the facilities we have. We joyously and generously commit ourselves to the care and preservation of what we have been blessed with so that
this place may continue to provide sanctuary for generations to come.
We had a great time at the Taco Mama Spirit Night! It raised $650.00 for Holy Trinity. The Prodisee Pantry Turkey Trot was a great success! We won an award for the “Cutest Booth!” The pictures tell it all! Thanks to all who helped with these community outreach and service events.
See you in Church! Especially on All Saints Sunday, “Abundantly Blessed – Joyously Giving!”
Sunday, when we will receive and bless our “Statement of Intent” commitment cards for 2022!
Peace, Pastor Mueller

We are now in full swing with our “Abundantly Blessed – Joyously Giving” Fall stewardship
appeal. This is the time when we celebrate the abundant blessings we receive as God’s people
gathered together seeking to follow the call our Lord extends to each of us. You should have received a letter in October introducing the program, which is different this year.
The stewardship team identified specific new ministry initiatives and estimated monetary goals
over the summer. These ministry plans are being communicated and promoted to the congregation through bulletin inserts, newsletter articles, and a brochure. Sarah Howell, Rich Peacock, and
Randi Patterson shared personal faith stories in a series of inspirational Temple Talks.
We are being invited by letter to consider increasing our offering for the coming year. Please pray
about this request and do your best to respond joyously and generously as the Lord leads you. We
will present our intended giving statements during the worship service on November 7.
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Our goal is to achieve 100% participation. People who have not responded will be contacted to assure everyone has the opportunity to present their offering plan for the coming year. Thank you
for being part of this exciting time at Holy Trinity.
The Nominating Committee – Barbie Ramsland and Fred Fassbender - is diligently working to
prepare the slate of nominees for election at the December meeting. There are five Council positions to be filled. We need a full Council team to effectively move forward with our 2022 goals and
grow our ministries and faith. Do not be quick to turn down an opportunity to serve your church
family. Please prayerfully consider serving, whether or not you have been on Council before.
Our annual congregation meeting is scheduled for December 5th immediately following the
worship service. Topics include the annual reports, the 2022 Ministry Financial Plan, and elections.
Voting members - please plan to attend and let your voice and vote be heard.
The latest Congregation Council meeting was held October 12. One item of note – our Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loan has been “forgiven”, effectively making it a grant that does not
have to be repaid! As always, the meeting minutes are available to you in the monthly Council Packet. Contact Steve in the church office if you would like a copy (digital or hardcopy).
Many Blessings,
Andy Veren

Having a strong foundation within a community is important. It shows you that you belong somewhere. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has always given me a sense of being loved and belonging to
something bigger than myself. As far back as I can remember, this community of believers has
been an important part of my life. I remember carrying buckets of water and helping scrub the
concrete floor in the Sanctuary when I was about four years old so we could lay the carpet. I remember writing my name on a two by four before the walls were sheet rocked. I remember when
Santa Claus came to Holy Trinity, and I had my picture taken with him. I remember Mrs. Diane’s
wedding day when my mom and I helped Mrs. Diane get ready, getting her hair rolled with big electric rollers and spraying a lot of hairspray in the ladies room! And there are so many more good
memories!
There’s been a picture of my baptism when I was six weeks old with Pastor Funk and my parents in
the same spot on the bookshelf for as long as I can remember. Who knew that my baptism would
change my family’s life forever? We have built so many lifelong relationships in this congregation.
Having a special relationship with Erika & Sam, makes me feel like I have an older sister & brother
I can confide in. Mr. Franklin & Mrs. Elsie have always been special to me since I did not know my
grandparents. They, along with Pastor Rich & Mrs. Lorraine have attended important functions as
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part of our family. There are just so many of you who are special to me and have contributed to
my growing up.
I have learned so many things from people in our church. One of THE most important things is
serving. Seeing others in the congregation who were passionate about helping others sparked my
interest at a young age. I have seen firsthand just what we are capable of. I know as a young person, it is hard to give a monetary offering, but offering your time and talents means just as much;
maybe even more. For many years I have heard, “God’s work, Our Hands.” Giving your time
means more than anything to those around you, and you may even find something new you like to
do. Getting involved with your community is easy and rewarding. I remember how much it meant
to me to go to Vacation Bible School and participate in Christmas Programs when I was younger.
Now I can give to those who will be enjoying these activities now and in the future. I hope that
those involved in the youth ministry can truly understand that there’s something special in this
church, and we need to nurture it. Being able to serve others is so important in your relationship
with God. It will not only enrich your life, but others too. We can be the light to others in this
world.
These memories will last forever, and I hope to make many more. I am truly blessed to be a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. I could not imagine growing up anywhere else. Sometimes,
things may seem impossible, but with faith and action, we can make good things happen together.
Sarah Howell

When I lost my husband of 36 years, in April of this year, I thought I was prepared. After all, he
was 26 years older than I – we knew I was quite likely to outlive him. I am a planner – so we had
discussed this. Our children were grown, our finances in order – everything was going as planned.
I knew it would be difficult. I approached it as I would any other goal I set for myself: Handle the
crisis, take some time for mourning, work through the grief stages and move on with life.
Those of you who have been through this know what happened next… When faced with the reality and shock of the event, I found myself completely off course! There was no script, no thinking
ahead, no plan to follow – only the waves of emotion and events I could barely control. (Lack of
control is not something I do well.) As the end became more and more apparent, my internal
screaming became louder - until something happened…
Pastor Rich came by the hospital room, as he had been doing daily. Today we had a question:
“How would God feel if we discontinued the breathing support Bob was receiving?” I have never
heard our Pastor speak with such confidence, clarity, or compassion, as he did then. I have no
doubt God was speaking directly through him in that moment, on that day. I began to slowly feel
some calm and reassurance. God was taking control, when I lacked control and I began to see
blessings among the sadness – a nurse’s care; the counselor’s touch – Bob’s clear, hazel eyes – and
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his laugh. He loved to laugh!
I have learned that Grief is by no means linear. In the weeks and months since Bob’s passing, I
have bounced back and forth between the grief phases as if there were no rules at all! (Yes – I’m
a rule follower.) My children have been my greatest support and blessings and my grandchildren
have bemused me with their simple questions about death. I was told matter-of-factly by my four
-year-old grandson I was “old” and would die soon. I laughed and informed him I planned to
live a long, long time so I could see HIS grandchildren! He’s still trying to work that one out.
What does this have to do with Stewardship, you ask? Have patience – almost there…
I always did the budgets and paid the bills in our house, but when it came to giving to the
Church, that was Bob’s department. I knew I would be too analytical and “spreadsheety” so, at
this time each year he’d say: “Can we afford this much?” and I would say: “I’ll make it work”. So,
we did. Every family has their own way of deciding what’s right for them to give – There is no
wrong way. I do encourage you; however, not to over-analyze and to remember you are not
“giving to the Church” – you are enabling God’s work, literally, through your hands! Next year
we are focusing on improvements to our Youth Program, gaining Financial Independence and
Improving and Maintaining Our Church Home – but it is so much more. In my case, it’s supporting a pastor who, in the worst moment of my life, acted as a gentle conduit for God to hold
me, calm my heart and mind and prepare me for the days to come. I cannot give enough but, as
I always said to Bob: “I’ll make it work”.

A huge thanks to all who helped with Turkey Trot on October 23rd! Not only did they participate in the trotting, they also decorated Holy Trinity’s booth and won the award for the cutest
booth!
Our next Prodisee Pantry Volunteer night is November 17 at 5:30 pm.
Other opportunities to pack boxes for the holidays:
Saturday Oct. 30th - Thanksgiving Day boxes - 9am - noon. This is a great family serving together event.
Saturday Dec. 4th - Christmas Day boxes - 9am - noon. This is another great family serving
together event.
1500 boxes are packed at each event.
After Thanksgiving it will be time to decorate the Family Promise Christmas tree with socks,
gloves and gift cards.
Maybe we could add a pet aspect to it and also collect food for The Haven
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Although we have had a few minor technical difficulties along the way, our camera is up and running! Our first FB Live event was Cynthia Howell sharing Sarah’s story. We look forward to
streaming our services so those at home can participate. I need volunteers to help with the
camera and live streaming on Sundays. There is a sign up sheet on the table.
Peace,
Linda Veren

This month we highlight Phyllis Buchholz.
Tell us a bit about your family.
I grew up on a small farm in rural Green Lake County, Wisconsin. I graduated from Berlin High
School and moved to Madison, Wisconsin. I married and my husband and I decided to do a foreign adoption. We greeted our two biological daughters from India at the Milwaukee Airport.
They were 6 and 8 years old. It has been a roller coaster ride since then dealing with PTSD, mental issues, sexual abuse and racial prejudices. However, I have no regrets. God had a plan that I
wasn’t aware of for my life. I now have 3 beautiful grandchildren, and 2 beautiful and smart
great grandchildren.
What do you like to do in your spare time?
Now that I am retired I usually do most anything I want. Since moving to Fairhope, I have met
many wonderful people. I love to read, do my yard work, help my elderly neighbors and am active with Path to Peace. I also love to go to the Fairhope pier and sit and meditate. I help my
family whenever needed, which seems to be quite often.
Who played an important role in the development of your faith?
My parents had the most important role. We went to church almost every Sunday. I went to
Sunday school, confirmation, and sang in the children’s choir and then senior choir. I also was
able to attend a Luther League convention at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York that impacted me greatly.
What do you enjoy most about Holy Trinity?
What impressed me most when I first visited was the friendliness of everyone. It was so warm
and welcoming. The members are so willing to step up and help wherever needed. It is a caring
place like a home away from home.
Can you share a story that demonstrates your faith at work in your life?
This is a difficult question because I don’t know where to begin. At my age, looking back, God
and faith have been my only constant. From adopting the girls, wondering where the money
would come from to support them, then dealing with their issues and very sensitive issues of my
first husband. There were so many times I just wanted to give up, but I turned all the problems
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over to God and hung on. Through it all, the girls and I have survived thus far. God is good all
the time; all the time God is good.
Yours faithfully, Pam Burkey

Our Annual Congregation Meeting will take place Sunday, December 5th following the
10:00 AM Worship Service. Agenda items include presentation of the annual report, adoption
of the 2022 Ministry Financial Plan, and elections (Congregation Council, Nominating Committee, Synod Assembly representatives). Please make plans to attend if you can. We need a quorum to carry out the business of our shared ministry.

We are running short of people to assist during worship. We need help with the following roles:
Assistant: Read prayers and help distribute communion
Acolyte: Light and extinguish candles, help with communion distribution
Lector: Read the first and second lesson
Cantor: Sing cantor parts and psalms
Children’s sermon: Prepare and deliver short message to children
Altar: Prepare the altar for Sunday worship and communion
Greeters: Greet members and guests. Ask guests to sign guest book and then introduce
to Pastor
Ushers: Direct worshipers to communion
Tellers: Count and prepare offering for deposit
Flower Pick Up: Pick up flowers at Publix in Fairhope on Saturday before worship
No experience necessary. Training will be provided.
Contact Jeff Ramsland to be placed on the schedule.
jefframsland@yahoo.com
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A note from Holy Trinity’s Nominating Committee: We have several openings on the Council
such as the Board of Worship, Board of Discipleship, and the Board of Outreach. Each of
these Boards do not require any experience, just a willingness to serve the needs of the congregation. Please contact Barbie Ramsland or Fred Fassbender for details.

We have a busy and exciting few weeks ahead!
Sunday November 7th Stewardship Appeal. We will have a coffee social with a beautiful cake for
the congregation.
Sunday November 14th Abundantly Blessed, Joyously Giving. We will be providing a Thank You
luncheon for the congregation.
We had a lovely hotdog lunch on Saturday October 8th for the Volunteers after Fall Cleanup to
say Thank You.
Blessings,
Tiffany Bogle

October’s Lunch Bunch at Mr Spuds

October’s Prodisee Pantry volunteers
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Our routine church activities are beginning to look a bit more normal. As advertised elsewhere in
this Newsletter the Men’s Breakfast and Lunch bunch continue to meet. The WELCA Circles are
beginning to be active again. We are also enjoying Hospitality Time in the Fellowship Hall following worship. The vital ministries of Holy Trinity continue, thanks to the dedication and care of
many. We continue to rely heavily on our E-News and FACEBOOK page to further our sense of
community and remain connected. We will continue to distribute via email the weekly bulletins,
monthly newsletters and other important news and information. The bulletins continue to include embedded links to hymns and liturgical music to enhance your at home worship experience. The sermon is available each week and a video of the message is also available. These materials also appear on our Holy Trinity website and FACEBOOK page. We hope and pray that
you find these materials useful. We would appreciate any feedback and suggestions to make this
even more useful during this time. Thank you and God Bless!
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Sojourner and Phoebe Circles will be coordinating Advent bags to be dropped off to shut-ins during the upcoming Advent Season. A “goodie” bag will be dropped off.
During the month of November, the Circles are collecting items for these bags. Your help with
the collecting of items will be appreciated. Suggested items include: wrapped snacks, calendar,
hand lotion, lip balm, Anti-bacterial gel, word find books, small packages of tissues, note pad/pen,
emery boards, hot chocolate mixes and “fuzzy’ socks. (See examples below) There is a box in the
narthex to gather the items.
The bags will be filled early in Advent. The drop-off will
take place in December.
Thanks for your help.
Barbie Ramsland
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Children’s Sermon 10/3/21

2021 Blessing of the Animals
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Name
Birth Date
Linda Gregg
11/04
Paul Gridler
11/10
Ann Massey
11/22
Emily Cormier 11/24
Hellen Sharp
11/28
Gary Lee
11/29
Lisa Manicke
11/29
Melissa Tesch
11/30

Men’s Breakfast
8 AM Saturday, Nov. 6th

Gathering Place
Fellowship Hall
Prodisee Pantry Volunteering during November is
scheduled for Wednesday, the 17th at 5:30pm. If
you can make it, we will be filling boxes for those in
need of food in Baldwin County.

Rev. Jim & Charlotte Korzun
11/20/2010 11yrs
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If you would like to order Candied Apples to support a good cause, please go to the Musical Beginnings website to place your order: www.musicalbeginningsbaldwin.com. Orders will be delivered in time for Thanksgiving!
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - Worship Leader Assignments
November 7, 2021

November 14, 2021 November 21, 2021 November 28, 2021

Assisting

Jeff Ramsland

David Kummer

Linda Veren

Rich Peacock

Acolyte

Cyndi Howell

Diane MacShane

David Kummer

Emily Cormier

Lector

David Kummer

Randi Patterson

Andy Veren

David Kummer

Cantor

Debi Horlebein

Randi Patterson

Debi Horlebein

Randi Patterson

Pam Burkey

Pam Burkey

Cyndi Howell

Pastor Rich

Diane MacShane

Diane MacShane

Linda Gregg

Mena Teal

Erika & Kate Oldham

Burkeys

Lorraine & Phyllis

Lorraine & Phyllis

Ushers

Sam Oldham &
Derek Thorsrud

Phyllis Buchholz &
Rich Peacock

David Howell &
Derek Thorsrud

Phyllis Buchholz &
Mena Teal

Tellers

Mena Teal &
David Howell

Fred Fassbender &
Mena Teal

Jeff Ramsland &
Mena Teal

Mena Teal &
Diane MacShane

Flowers

Lorraine Studt

Children's Sermon

Altar
Greeters

Hospitality
Flower Pick-up

in honor of our Veterans

Veren

To honor our Lord & Savior

Horlebein

Advent

Judi Luken

TBD

TBD

TBD

Gary Lee

Gary Lee

Barbie Ramsland

Cormiers

If you are unable to do this assigned worship leadership responsibility, please trade with a person with your same responsibility assigned to another date

If you have a prayer request for the e-prayer group, you have a few
options on relaying this information to the congregation.
Option 1: Write it on the yellow attendance sheet in your bulletin and place
it in the offering plate.
Option 2: Send and email with your request to
holytrinityprayers@googlegroups.com.
Option 3: Email, text, or call Erika Oldham:
erikaramsland@gmail.com
or (256) 404-2975.
Like Us on Facebook!! Search for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Daphne, AL.

11
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The State of Alabama has a website where you can check your eligibility and schedule
an appointment to get a first or second Covid-19 vaccine in your county. Click on this link.
https://govstatus.egov.com/vaccine-eligibility-form
I Need My Vaccine: ‘Having trouble finding where you can get a Covid vaccine and when? ...
Here is the central website that the CDC and HHS have recently rolled out as a nationwide reference on where to find and schedule Covid-19 vaccines. http://www.vaccinefinder.org

Randi Patterson
14435 State Highway 181
Fairhope, AL 36532
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Donating Altar Flowers: Please keep in mind that your normal offering contributions do not
pay for altar flowers. If you would like to donate a particular Sunday’s flowers, the cost is $35.00.
Simply use the sign-up sheet on the corkboard located in the narthex, and as the Sunday approaches place your donation in the offering plate. Make checks payable to Holy Trinity, noting
“Altar Flowers” on the check. Please note there are no flowers at the altar during Lent.
Current vs. Building Fund Reminder: Specify how you want your offering split between the
Current Fund and the Building Fund. If you do not specify on your envelope, it will by default
go to the Current Fund. Anonymous cash (without an envelope specification) will all go towards the Current Fund. Checks without an envelope or notation on the check will by default go
100% towards the Current Fund. If you wonder about the percentage split that best services
both funds, try directing 65% towards the Current Fund and 35% towards the Building Fund.
Ongoing mission activities and Synod/ELCA funding is sourced from the Current Fund.
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STAFF
Pastor Rich Mueller
251-621-2968 (church), 914-388-2240 (cell)
rcapm52@aol.com (email)

Steve Horlebein, THE WITNESS Editor; 251-621-2968
(church email) htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com

Joy M. Sullivan, Congregation Musician
251-533-9899

Ministries in the Church
Those who are serving in leadership roles at Holy Trinity,
including Congregation Council

CONGREGATION OFFICERS / APPOINTED
LEADERS

Christus Victor Lutheran Church – Ocean Springs, MS and
Pastor Cuttino Alexander

Andy Veren, President

Those who are seeking Christian Community may find Holy Trinity to be a welcoming place

Rich Peacock, Vice-President

Those who are new to Holy Trinity that they may find opportunities to grow in faith.

Audri Richards, Secretary

Those worshipping for the first time at Holy Trinity

Diane MacShane, Treasurer

adveren@gmail.com, 256-468-3886
peacock147@yahoo.com, 864-275-7325
audririchards@gmail.com, 503-412-9191
dlmacshane@gmail.com, 251-228-2745

Those Who Serve & their Families
Those serving in military, firefighters & law enforcement,
including Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and Cathryn
Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock and Dylan
Winslow

Jenny Shrider, Financial Secretary
jennyshrider@yahoo.com, 260-571-6165

COMMISSION LEADERS

Discipleship: TBD

THOSE WHO ARE ILL/INJURED/HURTING/HOSPITALIZED, Recuperating: Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot Peterson
and Charles Sharp

Administration: Randi Patterson

ELCA LEADERS: SE Synod Bishop Kevin Strickland, ELCA
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller

Property: Tommy Fuller

????@???.com, ???????????
randipat@bellsouth.net 251-510-9860
tommyrtr12@gmail.com 251-422-8248

Outreach: Linda Veren
tigerjagmom@gmail.com, 256-468-3885
PURPOSE STATEMENT
God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith
that moves us beyond ourselves.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1.

Faithfully living with Christ at the center.

2.

Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds.

3.

Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions.

4.

Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens

5.

Relating to one another with respect and honesty

6.

Boldly sharing our blessings with others.

11

Nurture: Tiffany Bogle
tiff.bogle@att.net 251-622-7273

Worship: Phyllis Buchholz
phylbuchholz07@yahoo.com, 251-367-0472

OTHER CONTACTS
E-Prayer Chain
E-mail prayer concerns to
htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com, 251-621-2968

Women of the ELCA: Tommie Morgan
tommiem456@gmail.com, 251-591-1019
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Return Address:
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
8271 Whispering Pines Road
Daphne, AL 36526

The deadline for articles and information for the September issue of
THE WITNESS
is Monday, November 24th
If you wish to discontinue receiving
this newsletter, please contact us at
(251) 621-2968.

An ELCA Congregation Serving the Eastern Shore

Phone: 251-621-2968
E-mail: holytrinitydaphne@gmail.com
Conveniently located 1/4 mile east of the Daphne YMCA

Please visit our Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
website at:
www.holytrinitydaphne.org.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
Childcare provided

Any comments or suggestions, please email the
church office at htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
8271 Whispering Pines Road
Daphne, AL 36526

Periodical Identification Statement:
THE WITNESS is published monthly throughout the year by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 8271 Whispering Pines Road, Daphne, AL 36526.
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