
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

SUNDAYS AFTER EPIPHANY 

January – 2021  
“In the beginning was the Word.” 

                                 St. John 1:1 

(From the Gospel Lesson for Christmas II) 

Dear friends, 

 It all begins with a word – thee Word! Our very being as created and re-
deemed ones begins with the Word! The fancy word for it is the Incarnation. 
God coming down in human flesh and form. God daring to be one with us 
– Immanuel. The Word living and dwelling among us in the person of  Jesus, 
God’s Son, our Savior, the Christ -child of  Bethlehem.  It all begins with a 
Word, our creation and our redemption as children of  God.  

In a few days it will be 2021 and a new year of God’s grace and blessing will 
be set in motion. For most of  us this New Year will not come a minute too 
soon. The reality is that God’s abundant grace and blessing has been with us 
all along and will be with us in the year to come. The reality is also all to real 
among us, too, that much of  what went so terribly wrong this past year will 
come with us into 2021. The ill effects of  the pandemic and all the other 
harm it has brought will still be with us for some time to come.  

But our hope and our trust, our comfort and our joy, our peace and our sal-
vation is in the reality of  the Word made flesh, living and dwelling among 
us, full of grace and truth. A true thing of God’s glory and beauty to behold 
made real and realized among us in so many ways and at the hands of  so 
many blessed ones. The coming vaccine against the pandemic is one of  
those beautiful things of God’s blessing and presence among us. 
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THE WITNESSTHE WITNESSTHE WITNESS   
Happy January! Happy January! Happy January!    

“Come Celebrate With Us”“Come Celebrate With Us”“Come Celebrate With Us”   



 

 

It reminds me of the “vaccination” we all receive at our baptism into the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. It is that “shot” we receive to protect us from the pandemic of our own sin, death 
and dying, our own hell bent determination to bring the 
beauty of all God’s creation to total chaos and ruin. With the 
Word become flesh, living and dwelling in and among us, no 
pandemic, virus, disease or even death itself  can do us in. In 
the incarnation we and all God’s creation are saved, re-
deemed and made whole again.  

As we embark on this new year of  2021, we give thanks for 
all that has been, and all that is still to be. Better days are 
coming, we pray in great confidence. We look forward to 
greater opportunities to participate more fully in the reality 
of God’s Word being made flesh and living and dwelling 
among us for the benefit of all God’s children everywhere. 

 

See you in church!  Peace, Pastor Mueller 

   

   

FinanFinanFinan¢¢¢ial Status as of November 30, 2020ial Status as of November 30, 2020ial Status as of November 30, 2020   

   

Thank You to AllThank You to AllThank You to All   
To the entire congregation of  Holy Trinity:  A most sincere thank you for the generous gift I re-
ceived from you at Christmas time.  I did not expect it and am deeply touched by everyone’s gen-
erosity.  It will be shared and put to good use.  Thank you again.   Steve Horlebein 
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From Your Congregation PresidentFrom Your Congregation PresidentFrom Your Congregation President   
Our annual congregation meeting was held December 6.  In addition to presenting the annual re-
ports, we approved the 2021 Ministry Financial Plan and elected the following members for lead-
ership positions. 

Congregation Council (2 yr) 

Tiffany Bogle – Nurture 
Tommy Fuller – Property 
Randi Patterson – Administration (new board) 
Andy Veren – President (2nd term) 

Nominating Committee (1 yr) 

Fred Fassbender 
Barbie Ramsland 
Donna Thorsrud 

Lay voting members to the 2021 ELCA Southeastern Synod Assembly 

Diane MacShane 
Linda Veren 

Rick Massey, Katrina Schonemann, and Derek Thorsrud completed their Council terms.  Their 
service is much appreciated. 

Hard copies of  the annual report and slides used at the meeting are available on the information 
table in the Narthex or the church office. 

Thanks to all who submitted Best Estimate of  my Faith Based Giving cards and Time and Talent Ques-
tionnaires.  Thank you for your continued generous gifts of  time, talent, and treasure for our shared 
ministry at Holy Trinity, and for considering how you can grow in service and giving. 

In the coming year the Council will refocus on leading the way to complete the redevelopment ac-
tion plans, based on building relationships with the community.  We will continue to meet the chal-
lenges of  COVID while carrying out our assigned duties and responsibilities. 

For most of  us, each new year is a time of  hope for better days ahead – a time of  spiritual and 
personal renewal.  I think that may be more true this new year than ever, after dealing with the co-
rona virus, hurricanes, and other struggles in 2020.  We look forward to putting the virus behind 
us and resuming our “new normal” way of interacting.  Whatever lies ahead, God is with us on 
our continuing personal and Holy Trinity family faith journeys.   

Wishing you peace and blessings in 2021. 

Andy Veren 
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Christmas PicsChristmas PicsChristmas Pics   
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Christmas Baby KateChristmas Baby KateChristmas Baby Kate   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With great joy we give thanks to God at the birth of  Katherine Anne (Kate) Oldham, daughter 
of  Erika and Sam Oldham.  Kate weighed in at a little over 5 lbs.  Both mother and child are do-
ing fine, as is her proud father!  Kate’s grand parents are Barbie and Jeff Ramsland and Lisa and 
Phil Oldham!  We pray God’s blessings upon Kate and her family.  May she grow into the full-
ness of God’s grace and live into the future that God has in store for her!  Your prayers are 
greatly appreciated as we rejoice in the gift that is given this day!  God bless our dear Kate!  

Peace, Pastor Mueller!  
 
 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    
E-News.  Our routine church activities remain limited until we reach the other side of  this pan-
demic.  Besides modifying worship services, curtailed activities include our Men's Breakfast 
Group, WECLA—Sojourners and Phoebe Circle, planning for summer activities and our First 
Responder Celebration.  On the brighter side, we will continue our ministries but in modified 
forms.  For a while we continue relying heavily on our E-News platform to stay in touch with 
everyone and maintain worship continuity.  We continue to distribute by email weekly bulletins, 
newsletters and other worship materials.  To enhance your worship, links to hymn and liturgical 
music are imbedded in the materials we are distributing each week.  These materials are also avail-
able on Holy Trinity's website and our Facebook page.  We hope that you find these materials 
useful and would appreciate your feedback and suggestions to make this shared challenge easier 
for you.   If  you know of  someone who is not currently but might benefit from electrically re-
ceiving our bulletins and other materials, please contact our church office.  
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More Baby ExcitementMore Baby ExcitementMore Baby Excitement   
On Sunday, January 10th, you will have the opportunity to participate in an “in gathering” of gifts 
for our newest soon to be member, Katherine Anne Oldham. “Kate” was born on Sunday, De-
cember 27th, 2020. She is the daughter of  Erika and Sam Oldham. What they need the most are 
diapers and gift cards to be used to purchase other necessary items. There will be a table set up in 
the Narthex on this day to receive your gifts. With great joy we celebrate with the Ramsland and 
Oldham families as they welcome this great blessing and bundle of  joy. We look forward to the 
day of Kate’s baptism in the very near future. We continue to pray God’s blessing upon this grow-
ing family. If  you have any questions or for more information, please call Lorraine Studt at (251) 
455-3475.  

Sam and Erika know how much Holy Trinity loves to cook. If  you are feeling frustrated in this 
time of  pandemic at not having any church potluck dinners to cook for, here is a suggested fix. 
Sam and Erika would really appreciate the donation of  prepared meals for their use during this 
time. Nothing fancy, soups, casseroles, etc, things that can be portioned out and frozen for safe 
keeping and easy preparation. If  you are interested in helping out in this way, please give Barbie 
Ramsland a call at (256) 404-5256 to make the necessary arrangements. Thanks and may God 
bless our efforts in meeting this need.   

 

 

A Grateful SpiritA Grateful SpiritA Grateful Spirit   
Ms. Lorraine and Pastor Rich would like to thank all of  you for your most kind and generous gift 
at Christmas.  It is a true joy and delight to be in ministry with all of  you at this time.  May God 
continue to bless our work together!   

God bless, much love, many prayers,  

Ms. Lorraine & Pastor Rich 
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Family PromiseFamily PromiseFamily Promise   
A HUGE thanks to all who donated to our Family Promise Tree!  You helped make some very 

special families more comfort this season!   ... Linda Veren  Service Commission 

 

RemindersRemindersReminders   
Donating Altar Flowers:  Please keep in mind that your normal offering contributions do not 

pay for altar flowers.  If you would like to donate a particular Sunday’s flowers, the cost is $35.00.  

Simply use the sign-up sheet on the corkboard located in the narthex, and as the Sunday ap-

proaches place your donation in the offering plate.   Make checks payable to Holy Trinity, noting 

“Altar Flowers” on the check.    Please note there are no flowers at the altar during Lent. 

Current vs. Building Fund Reminder:  Specify how you want your offering split between the 

Current Fund and the Building Fund.  If  you do not specify on your envelope, it will by default 

go to the Current Fund.   Anonymous cash (without an envelope specification) will all go to-

wards the Current Fund.  Checks without an envelope or notation on the check will by default go 

100% towards the Current Fund.  If  you wonder about the percentage split that best services 

both funds, try directing 65% towards the Current Fund and 35% towards the Building Fund. 

Ongoing mission activities and Synod/ELCA funding is sourced from the Current Fund.   
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Family Promise Christmas Tree  Family Promise Gifts ... May these bless those most in 

need.  



 

 

Pics of the MonthPics of the MonthPics of the Month   
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Donna Thorsrud’s Birthday Sign 

Pam Burkey’s Birthday Sign 

Andy “Luther” Veren bringing 

The Message on home 

Linda Veren and  Her Sign 

Eve Veren with Her Birthday Sign 

Katrina Schonemann with Her Birthday Sign 

Donna Thorsrud got Her Birthday Sign 
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Sunrise YogaSunrise YogaSunrise Yoga   
For those of you who don’t know, we are currently hosting Maggie Cunningham’s Sunrise Yoga 

classes on Saturdays (except the first Saturday of  the month) at 8AM in our fellowship hall.  Mag-

gie is a former instructor with Anytime Fitness and has certifications in Yoga, Group Exercise, 

and Functional Fitness Instruction.  Her certificates are with AFAA, YogaFit, Functional Aging 

Institute and FiTour.  She also has a bachelor’s degree in education. 

She would like to offer her classes to additional participants beginning January 16, 2021.  Regu-

lar yoga practice has been found to be instrumental both physically (improving balance, posture 

and strength to mention a few) and mentally (helps manage stress and mental outlook).  Attend-

ance is “come when you can” and she would request a voluntary $5 donation to our church per 

class. 

Maggie’s classes consist of basic yoga poses with a mind/body focus.  It is open to all levels as 

yoga is, by its nature, adaptive to individual abilities and needs.  Class space is limited, so please 

Maggie at 404-401-9295 to reserve your spot. 

For anyone interested, but who’ve had little or no experience with yoga, she can be available BY 

APPOINTMENT for a basic yoga tutorial on Wednesdays at 5:30PM for the month of  Jan-

uary.  If  you are interested in participating, either as a beginner or for a refresher, please contact 

Maggie so she can arrange her schedule accordingly.   

Again – if  you have ANY questions about the classes and if  they might be for you, please call 

Maggie.  And remember – You don’t need to be “good” at something to see what you can 

find out about yourself.   
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Every month we try to include something for our youth.  After all, Holy Trinity 
is their church too!  Please share our newsletter with our young Christians!  In 
additional to the usual assortment of jokes, a few one liners are included this 
month for good measure.   

 

Q: What do you call an Amish guy with his hand in a horse's mouth?  A: A me-
chanic. 

Q: How does Moses make tea?  A: He brews. 

Q: What do you call a boomerang that doesn't work?  A: A stick. 

Q: Why aren't dogs good dancers?  A. Because they have two left feet! 

Q: Which is closer, Florida or the moon?  A. The moon...You can’t see Florida 
from here. 

Q: ‘Hear about the new restaurant called Karma?  A. There’s no menu: You get 
what you deserve. 

Q: What’s the different between a cat and a comma?  A: A cat has claws at 
the end of paws; A comma is a pause at the end of a clause. 

 ... And Some Snappy One Liners ...  

I bought the world’s worst thesaurus yesterday. Not only is it terrible, it’s 
terrible. 

I waited and stayed up all night and tried to figure out where the sun was. 
Then it dawned on me. 

I was wondering, why does a frisbee appear larger the closer it gets? Then it 
hit me. 

If a child refuses to sleep during nap time, are they guilty of resisting a rest? 

A sandwich tried to get a reservation at a restaurant, but the waiter said they 
don’t serve food there. 

There are three types of people: those who can count and those who can’t. 

I was addicted to the hokey pokey… but thankfully, I turned myself around. 

 

If you have jokes or riddles or puzzles that you would like to share in next 
month’s newsletter, just tell Steve in the Church Office.  God bless! 
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JANUARY AT HOLY TRINJANUARY AT HOLY TRINJANUARY AT HOLY TRINITYITYITY   

Lunch Bunch 
 

We will resume as 

soon as possible  

... Stay hungry, my 

friends. 

 

 
 

Bill Pierce  01/02 

Eric Veren  01/05 

Danny Inlow 01/07 

Loretta Johnson 01/09 

Elaine Bruenn 01/11 

Tom Young  01/12 

Chris MacShane 01/13 

Anke Lee  01/20 

Bill Blakeway 01/24 

Meta Wingard 01/24 

Gigi Peacock 01/29 

Phyllis Buchholz 01/31 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Curtis & Lisa Manicke 
01/25/2003 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
8 AM Saturday, January 2nd  

Gathering Place 

Fellowship Hall  

January's birthstone color is Pyrope Garnet 



 

 

Worship Adaptations During the Pandemic Worship Adaptations During the Pandemic Worship Adaptations During the Pandemic    
Thank you and God for being part of  our worship together.  To protect you and other worship-
pers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state recommendations as extra pre-
cautions.  Here is a summary of  our temporary worship adaptations that we ask everyone to re-
spect and abide by while attending services.  If  you have any questions, simply ask one of  our 
ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if  you cannot maintain six feet 
of  separation from others.  If  you do not have a mask with you we have a small supply on 
hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this information 
would be critical if  we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking notes, etc.  
If  you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We sanitize them before 
and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once entering the 
building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a bulletin in 
the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain open during wor-
ship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical accompaniment re-
mains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in place” 
wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of  the hallway will remain open to minimize your physical contact 
with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are inside.  Since the narthex 
restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may be 
dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of  the sanctuary.  Please be sure to complete 
and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of  sanctuary.  This 
might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers around you.  Fol-
low the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the center aisle, and exit to the 
left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you leave all 
paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other items.  Please be safe 
by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not have access 
to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering the Fel-
lowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each Sun-
day's worship. 
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If you have a prayer request for the e-prayer group, you have a few 

options on relaying this information to the congregation.   

Option 1: Write it on the yellow attendance sheet in your bulletin and place 

it in the offering plate. 

Option 2: Send and email with your request to 

 holytrinityprayers@googlegroups.com. 

Option 3: Email, text, or call Erika Oldham:      erikaramsland@gmail.com 

or (256) 404-2975. 

 

Like Us on Facebook!!  Search for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Daphne, AL. 

 

 Holy Trinity  
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Worship Leader Assignments for JanuaryWorship Leader Assignments for JanuaryWorship Leader Assignments for January   
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church - Worship Leader Assignments 

  January 3, 2021 January 10, 2021 January 17, 2021 January 24, 2021 January 31, 2021 

Assisting Toni Fassbender David Kummer Jeff Ramsland Tommy Fuller Rick Peacock 

Acolyte Mena Teal Cyndi Howell Mena Teal David Kummer Sophia Peacock 

Lector Franklin Lamb Andy Veren Anna Thorsrud Donna Thorsrud Joan Micelli 

Cantor Tommy Fuller Randi Patterson Debi Horlebein Tommy Fuller Debi Horlebein 

Children's Sermon Tommy Fuller Brittany Peacock Brittany Peacock Tommy Fuller Brittany Peacock 

Altar Kathy Fuller Mena Teal Linda Gregg Kathy Fuller Diane MacShane 

Greeters  
Jerry & Barbara 

Driskell  

Lorraine Mueller & 

Bob Patterson 

Fred & Toni Fass-

bender 
Franklin & Elsie Lamb 

Linda Gregg &  

Phyllis Buchholz 

Ushers 
Fred Fassbender & 

David Kummer 

Dave Howell &  

Rich Peacock 

Rich Peacock &  

Derek Thorsrud 

Mena Teal &  

Phyllis Buchholz 

Diane & Chris Mac-

Shane 

Tellers 
Fred Fassbender &  

Audri Richards 

Toni Fassbender &  

Jerry Driskell 

Phyllis Buchholz &  

Audri Richards 

Dave Howell &  

Joan Micelli 

Jeff Ramsland &  

Mena Teal 

Flowers Poinsettias 
Fassbenders 

(in dedication to a Happy 

and Healthy 2021) 

Mike Inlow  
(in memory of Danny) 

TBD 
Phyllis Buchholz  

(In honor of her birthday) 

Flower Pick-up Barbie Ramsland Kathy Fuller Gary Lee Jerry Driskell Gary Lee 

If you are unable to do this assigned worship leadership responsibility, please trade with a person with 

your same responsibility assigned to another date 

mailto:holytrinityprayers@googlegroups.com
mailto:erikaramsland@gmail.com
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We continue to pray for the following: 

Ministries in the Church 

Those who are serving in leadership roles at Holy Trinity, 

including Congregation Council 

St. Paul Lutheran Church – Mobile, AL  and Pastor Kathryn 

Love 

Those who are seeking Christian Community may find Ho-

ly Trinity to be a welcoming place 

Those who are new to Holy Trinity that they may find op-

portunities to grow in faith. 

Those worshipping for the first time at Holy Trinity 

 

Those Who Serve & their Families 

Those serving in military, firefighters & law enforcement, 

including Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and Cathryn 

Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, Jor-

dan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick 

Thorsrud and Dylan Winslow  

THOSE WHO ARE ILL/INJURED/HURTING/HOSPITALIZED, Recu-

perating:  Joyce Dyas, Danny Inlow, Bruce Peterson, 

Dot Peterson, and Wade Winslow.  

ELCA LEADERS:  SE Synod Bishop Kevin Strickland, ELCA 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller  

Prayers 

for our 

People 

 

STAFF 

Pastor Rich Mueller 

 251-621-2968 (church), 914-388-2240 (cell)     

          rcapm52@aol.com  (email)   

Steve Horlebein, THE WITNESS Editor;  251-621-2968 

(church email) htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com  

Joy M. Sullivan, Congregation Musician 

                    251-533-9899   
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS / APPOINTED  

LEADERS 

Andy Veren, President 
adveren@gmail.com, 256-468-3886 

Rich Peacock, Vice-President  

 peacock147@yahoo.com, 864-275-7325  

Audri Richards, Secretary  

 audririchards@gmail.com, 503-412-9191 

Diane MacShane, Treasurer 

 dlmacshane@gmail.com, 251-228-2745 

Jenny Shrider, Financial Secretary 

 jennyshrider@yahoo.com, 260-571-6165 

 

COMMISSION LEADERS 

Discipleship: Ann Massey 

        masseyann@ymail.com, 214-562-5740 

Nurture: Katrina Schonemann 

 Katrina.doug@icloud.com 251-459-3061 

Property:  Derek Thorsrud 

 scottsdale555@yahoo.com, 251-421-6658 

Service:  Linda Veren 

 tigerjagmom@gmail.com,  256-468-3885  

Witness: Rick Massey 

 masseyr@ymail.com,  251-550-9797 

Worship: Phyllis Buchholz 

      phylbuchholz07@yahoo.com, 251-367-0472  

 

OTHER CONTACTS 

E-Prayer Chain 

 E-mail prayer concerns to  

 htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com, 251-621-2968   

Women of the ELCA:  Tommie Morgan  

 tommiem456@gmail.com, 251-591-1019 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 

that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 

2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 

3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 

4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens 

5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty 

6. Boldly sharing our blessings with other. 

mailto:meltescg@hotmail.com
mailto:masseyann@ymail.com
mailto:masseyr@ymail.com
mailto:phylbuchholz07@yahoo.com
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Return Address: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

8271 Whispering Pines Road 

Daphne, AL 36526 

An ELCA Congregation Serving the Eastern Shore  

Phone: 251-621-2968 
E-mail: holytrinitydaphne@gmail.com  
Conveniently located 1/4 mile east of the Daphne YMCA 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 

Childcare provided 

The deadline for articles and infor-

mation for the February issue  of  

THE WITNESS   

is Monday, January 25th  

If you wish to discontinue receiving 

this newsletter, please contact us at 

(251) 621-2968.  

Periodical Identification Statement: 

THE WITNESS is published monthly throughout the year by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 8271 Whispering Pines Road, Daphne, AL 36526.  

Volume 22 Issue  01 

Please visit our Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
website at:   
 

www.holytrinitydaphne.org.   
 
Any comments or suggestions, please email the 
church office at htlcdaphne8271@gmail.com.  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

8271 Whispering Pines Road 

Daphne, AL 36526 

http://www.holytrinitydaphne.org
mailto:holytrinitydaphne@gmail.com

