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WELCOME TO  WORSHIP  

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in 

serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 

Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time 

worshippers to sign the guest book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

  



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 836, “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/t2J3HP9fHsg


GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Word 
FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If 
I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 

https://youtu.be/WeGHKMa9rd8


the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  (Spoken in unison) Psalm 119:33-40 

I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 

 33Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain. R 
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 

SECOND READING Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the 
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in 
light of the future God has in store for us. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 



aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Spoken in unison)  

 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 18:15-20 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a 
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against 
another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 
member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Brittney Peacock 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY 359, “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/RTbnOalI7oA


THE PRAYERS     (Stand or kneel) 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and 
reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community 
(especially). Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the 
Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you 
have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from 
drought, flood, storms, or pollution (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths 
toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as 
neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws 
that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting 
justice and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely 
and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, 
or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape 
societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our 
neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you 
equipped them, equip us with your protection and power, until with them 
we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you.   And also with you. 

Meal 
OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 
of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a  Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us 

these gifts of your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly 
banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken in unison) 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

 

 

 

  



The minister continues with the Words of Institution 

Continue with the Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 

 
 

 



 

COMMUNION HYMN 656, “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away 
the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the 
same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 

into the way of truth and life. 
C: Amen. 

https://youtu.be/eBReueMEzqo
https://youtu.be/eBReueMEzqo


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN 731, “Earth and All Stars” 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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https://youtu.be/xTlH8IAqGAQ


HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, September 6, 2020 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Joyce Dyas, Danny Inlow, Bruce 
Peterson, Dot Peterson and Wade Winslow;  Those serving in military, 
firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, 
Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent 
Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick 
Thorsrud and Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Christus 
Victor Lutheran Church – Ocean Springs, MS and Pastor Cuttino 
Alexander;  ELCA Leaders:  SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:     Attendance – 37        Offerings -  $2,460.00 

SCRIPTURE SEPTEMBER 13th:  Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103: 1-13; Romans 14:1-12;  
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am Service of Holy Communion  

Mon., Sept. 7 Labor Day 

Tues., Sept. 8 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm  Congregation Council Meeting 

Wed., Sept. 9 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm – 6:30pm  Yoga Class 

Thur., Sept. 10 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 

Fri., Sept. 11 4:30pm – 5:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Sat., Sept. 12 8:00am  Yoga Class 

Sun., Sept. 13 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion  
 
 

Birthdays: 
Bob A. Patterson  09/07   Mike Shrider  09/07   Rich Mueller  09/07 

Anniversaries: 
Bert & Audri Richards  (09/10/94  26 yrs) 



Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musician Joy M. Sullivan: Piano 

Assisting Minister Jeff Ramsland 

Acolyte Erika Oldham 

Lector Franklin Lamb 

Cantor Tommy Fuller 

Children’s Sermon Brittney Peacock 

Altar Guild Elsie Lamb 

Greeters Rick & Ann Massey  

Ushers Sam Oldham & Derek Thorsrud 

Tellers Mena Teal & Diane MacShane  

Flower Pickup (Saturday, September 12th) Fuller 

The flowers at the Alter today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving 
anonymously and in honor of Joy Sullivan.  

 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 



 



 



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together.  To protect you and other 
worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions.  Here is a summary of our temporary worship 
adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending services.  If you 
have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot 
maintain six feet of separation from others.  If you do not have a mask with you we 
have a small supply on hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem 
a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking 
notes, etc.  If you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We 
sanitize them before and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain 
open during worship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical 
accompaniment remains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in 
place” wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway will remain open to minimize your 
physical contact with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are 
inside.  Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not 
available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may 
be dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to 
complete and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of sanctuary.  
This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers 
around you.  Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the 
center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you 
leave all paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other 
items.  Please be safe by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering 
the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each 
Sunday's worship. 


