
 
“Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.’” 
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WELCOME TO  WORSHIP  

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in 

serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 

Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time 

worshippers to sign the guest book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

  



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 604, “O Christ, Our Hope” 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/CNajem3lndM


GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Word 
FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had 
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an 
opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also 

https://youtu.be/WeGHKMa9rd8


wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  (Spoken in unison) Psalm 103: 1-13 

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 

 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;   
 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
 8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;   
 9you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R 
  



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge 
one another.  All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and 
will judge each of us. 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak 
eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, 
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God 
has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 
honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Spoken in unison)  

 



GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 18:21-35 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Linda Veren 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY 605, “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS     (Stand or kneel) 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 
throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through 
Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth 

https://youtu.be/3GJrLpuZKkA


ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth (especially). Lord, 
in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. 
Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought 
ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your 
world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter 
grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. 
Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all 
who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; 
deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees 
fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our 
tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. 
Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all 
our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those 
who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow 
to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you (especially John Chrysostom, 
Bishop of Constantinople, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you.   And also with you. 



Meal 
OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 
of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a  Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us 

these gifts of your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly 
banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 
set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken in unison) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

 

 

 

The minister continues with the Words of Institution 

Continue with the Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 606, “Our Father, We Have Wondered” 

 

 

https://youtu.be/M1tNg6vGV7g


 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away 
the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the 
same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 
P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you 

into the way of truth and life. 

C: Amen. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN 543, “Go My Children, with My Blessing” 

 

 

 

 
A: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor Mueller would like to thank all of you for your kind greetings, cards, 
gifts, prayers and well wishes for his birthday this past week.  It was a great 
day made even better by the love and grace you shared with me.  What a 
blessing!  It is greatly appreciated and please know that you are in my 
prayers always.  God Bless!  

Many thanks to Mike Cormier and Gary Lee for stepping up once again to 
mow the lawn and trim and edge the sidewalks and parking lot of our 
church grounds. They were here bright and early this past Thursday 
morning. Looks great guys!  Your good work is greatly appreciated.  God 
bless you both real good! 

https://youtu.be/vNyofVz24vo


HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, September 13, 2020 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Joyce Dyas, Danny Inlow, Bruce 
Peterson, Dot Peterson and Wade Winslow;  Those serving in military, 
firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, 
Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent 
Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick 
Thorsrud and Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Christus 
Victor Lutheran Church – Ocean Springs, MS and Pastor Cuttino 
Alexander;  ELCA Leaders:  SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:     Attendance – 31        Offerings -  $3,465.00 

SCRIPTURE SEPTEMBER 20th:  Jonah 3:10--4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30;  
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am Service of Holy Communion  

Mon., Sept. 14 5:45pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Tues., Sept. 15 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm  Church Council Meeting  

Wed., Sept. 16 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 
 5:30pm  Yoga Class 
 5:45pm  Prodisee Pantry 

Thur., Sept. 17 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 
 5:00pm  Worship & Music Commission meeting 

Fri., Sept. 18 4:30pm – 5:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Sat., Sept. 19 8:00am  Yoga Class 

Sun., Sept. 20 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion  
 2:00pm – 5:00pm Boy Scouts  
  



 

Birthdays: 
Joan Micelli  09/13             Franklin Lamb  09/15  

Tommy Fuller  09/16           Diane MacShane  09/18 

Anniversaries: 
Hal & Pat Zimmerman (09/19/64  56 yrs) 

Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musicians Joy M. Sullivan: Piano 
 Steve Horlebein: Guitar 

Assisting Minister Tommy Fuller 

Acolyte Mena Teal 

Lector Ginny Peterson 

Cantor Tommy Fuller 

Children’s Sermon Linda Veren 

Altar Guild Kathy Fuller 

Greeters Lorraine Mueller & Phyllis Buchholz  

Ushers Rich Peacock & Dave Howell 

Tellers Audri Richards & Jeff Ramsland  

Flower Pickup (Saturday, September 19th) Ramsland 

The flowers at the Alter today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving 
and in honor of Grandparent’s Day.  

 

 



  



 



 



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together.  To protect you and other 
worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions.  Here is a summary of our temporary worship 
adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending services.  If you 
have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot 
maintain six feet of separation from others.  If you do not have a mask with you we 
have a small supply on hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem 
a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking 
notes, etc.  If you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We 
sanitize them before and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain 
open during worship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical 
accompaniment remains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in 
place” wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway will remain open to minimize your 
physical contact with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are 
inside.  Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not 
available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may 
be dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to 
complete and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of sanctuary.  
This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers 
around you.  Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the 
center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you 
leave all paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other 
items.  Please be safe by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering 
the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each 
Sunday's worship. 


