“But who do you say that I am? ...You are the Messiah.”
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“Come, Celebrate with Us”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! To assist the office staff in serving
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration
sheet included in the bulletin. We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest
book on the table near the doors.
Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240.


 

























Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose
presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence for reflection
P: God our comforter:
C: Like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance
and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and
oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free
us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for
help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts
the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

660, “Lift High the Cross”

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation,
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the
sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross,
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Word
FIRST READING
Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah.
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated
with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God’s steadfast love.
4
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.

5

The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM (Sung Responsively)
Psalm 116:1-9
I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)
1
I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2
for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon
me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R
5
Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.
6
The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
7
Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
8
For you have rescued my | life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land | of the living. R

SECOND READING
James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to
and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how
we say it are to reflect our faith.
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits
into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will
of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire.
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains
the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and
Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of
God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and
sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 8:27-38
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in
the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the
Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by
connecting discipleship and the cross.
27
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And
they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others,
one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them
not to tell anyone about him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly.
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Linda Veren
SERMON
Rev. Richard H. Mueller
HYMN OF THE DAY
798, “Will You Come and Follow Me”

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS (Stand or kneel)
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine,
water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where
your presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new
creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and
other disasters (recent destructive events may be named here). Restore forests and
curb overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide
for all who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the
complex needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma
themselves. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to
the oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices
that go unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are
overlooked. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal
life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage
one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in working
together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life.
We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace (especially).
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
We greet one another with a gesture of peace.
P: Peace be with you. C: And also with you.

Meal
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Your offering can be left in the baskets
provided near the entrance of the sanctuary.
OFFERTORY HYMN

186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let Us Pray.
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given
us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Christ is truly present in this sacrament. We trust the Word, “The body and blood of
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the
tray the Acolyte carries.
Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a
blessing. Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune
in your seat. Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side
aisle.

COMMUNION HYMN

691, “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister may say a table blessing.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.
A: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of
our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with
shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sending
BLESSING
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering
world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

685, “Take My Life, That I May Be”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Birthdays
Joan Micelli 09/13
Tommy Fuller 09/16

Franklin Lamb 09/15
Diane MacShane 09/18

September 12 – God’s Work, Our Hands – We are Going to the Dogs
(and Cats!)!!!!! Today, please drop off Dog and/or Cat
donations! Tomorrow, on Monday, September 13, it will be delivered to
Prodisee Pantry and/or a local animal shelter. Local animal shelters are
also in need of towels for the dogs and cats while waiting for their new
families.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Announcements for Sunday, September 12, 2021
TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: Those worshipping for the first time
at Holy Trinity. Cancer/Illness: Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot
Peterson and Charles Sharp; Those serving in military, firefighters & law
enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and
Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey,
Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock and Dylan
Winslow; Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner: Martin Luther Lutheran
Church – Mobile, AL and Pastor Kathryn Love; ELCA Leaders: SE
Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our stewardship last week: Attendance – 36 Offerings – $4,026.00
SCRIPTURE SEPTEMBER 19TH: Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54; James 3:13--4:3,
7-8a; Mark 9:30-37

Holy Trinity’s Nominating Committee has been tasked to provide
nominees for the December 5th, 2021 Congregational Meeting. Although
elections are a few months away, we believe our work to be critical to the
primary ministry teams of this congregation. As we prayed and conversed
together, we felt that we should also ask you to pray with us for the
nomination process.
We would ask that in the coming days and weeks you continue to pray in
the following ways:
1. For unity, maturity and wisdom for the current nominating committee.
2. For discernment as we consider specific people for these critical
positions of leadership.
3. That the Holy Spirit would speak clearly to those he is calling to serve
and they would respond to that call.
We continue our work to identify nominees for a variety of positions.
Thank you in advance for partnering with us!
With Appreciation,
The 2021 Nominating Committee
Fred Fassbender
Barbie Ramsland

Today

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
10:00am Service of Holy Communion
1:15pm Boy Scouts on the Patio

Mon., Sep. 13 3:30pm – 5:00pm Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons in
Sanctuary
6:00pm – 8:30pm ESILL Class - Woodworking Basics
Tues., Sep. 14 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
4:00 pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
5:30pm Congregation Council Meeting
Wed., Sep. 15 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
5:00pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Voice Lessons in
Sanctuary
5:30pm Prodisee Pantry
5:45pm Yoga Class
Thur., Sep. 16 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
9:00am – 9:30am Musical Beginnings: Voice Lesson
in Sanctuary
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
3:30 pm – 6:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
Sat., Sep. 18

8:00am Yoga Class

Sun., Sep. 19 9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
9:00am Cancelled: Choir Practice
10:00am Service of Holy Communion
HELPING THOSE AFFECTED BY IDA!
Over the next several weeks we will be gathering a special and separate
“second offering” for those affected by Hurricane Ida. The devastation is
great and the needs will remain for some time. These funds will be collected
and sent directly to an outreach ministry in the New Orleans area. If you are
not prepared to contribute today, you will have the opportunity to do so over
the next several weeks. Checks can be made out to Holy Trinity with “IDA”
in the designation line. Please give generously as you are able. Thank you and
may God’s blessings be with us in the joy of our generous giving.

Assisting in Worship
Presiding Minister
Musicians
Assisting Minister
Acolyte
Lector
Cantor
Children’s Sermon
Altar Guild
Greeters
Ushers
Tellers
Flowers Pick-up (September 18th)
Hospitality

Rev. Richard H. Mueller
Joy M. Sullivan: Piano
Steve Horlebein: Guitar
Jeff Ramsland
Mena Teal
Andy Veren
Debi Horlebein
Linda Veren
Linda Gregg
Kate Oldham
Sam Oldham & Derek Thorsrud
Phyllis Buchholz & Dave Howell
Fullers
Phyllis Buchholz & Pam Burkey

The flowers at the Altar today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving
in Honor of Grandparents’ Day and Bert & Audri Richards’ 27th Wedding
Anniversary.

PURPOSE STATEMENT
God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith
that moves us beyond ourselves.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Faithfully living with Christ at the center.
Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds.
Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions.
Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens
Relating to one another with respect and honesty
Boldly sharing our blessings with others.

PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together. To protect you and
other worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, Synod, and Alabama state
recommendations as extra precautions. Here is a summary of our temporary
worship adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending
services. If you have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers.
1. Wearing a mask is still encouraged, especially if you cannot maintain six feet of
separation from others. If you do not have a mask with you, we have a small
supply on hand. Hand sanitizer is plentiful.
2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card. Please do so as this
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and
stem a potential outbreak.
3. Only the main entrance is being used. As you enter the building, please pick up a
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary. The doors will
remain open during worship services to optimize ventilation.
4. Passing of the Peace: Circulation should be extremely limited.
5. Restrooms remain available at the end of the hallway. Multiple anti-bacterial soap
dispensers are inside. Please wash your hands thoroughly.
6. The offering and attendance cards are dropped in the labeled baskets on either side
of the sanctuary. Please be sure to complete and place your attendance card in
the basket before you leave.
7. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of the
sanctuary. This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the
worshipers around you. Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn,
approach from the center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.
8. After the worship service, please carry out anything you carried into the
sanctuary, including all paper, writing instruments, etc.
9. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible. Hence, we do not
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.

