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WELCOME TO  WORSHIP  

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in 

serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 

Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time 

worshippers to sign the guest book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

  



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 632, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

https://youtu.be/N-hN740J6qA
https://youtu.be/WeGHKMa9rd8


 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Word 
FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great 
victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said 
liturgy is no substitute for obedience.  The LORD demands justice and righteousness in 
the community. 

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 



 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  (Spoken in unison) Psalm 70 

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5) 
 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back 
and | be disgraced. R 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
  turn back because | of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is 
the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R 

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of 
hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s 
call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Spoken in unison)  

 



 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at 
all times. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five 
of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Tommy Fuller 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

HYMN OF THE DAY 785, “When Peace like a River” 
 “It Is Well with My Soul” 

 

https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0
https://youtu.be/zY5o9mP22V0


       

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS     (Stand or kneel) 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring 
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our 
worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church 
musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer (especially). Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have 
made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work 
invites us into harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the 
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and 
those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for 
both justice and mercy to prevail (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the 
hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends 
or who struggle with their identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of 
active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those 
who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and 
mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who 
have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and 



inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P: Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that 
day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will 
reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you.   And also with you. 

Meal 
OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 
of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a  Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around 

your table, and shared your abundant blessings.  Number us among 
them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and 
care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 
Servant. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken in unison) 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

 

 

 



The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Continue with the Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN 441, “Oh, Happy Day  
When We Shall Stand” 

 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

https://youtu.be/pNEvFZeUOgU
https://youtu.be/pNEvFZeUOgU


A: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.  Sustain us on 
the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending 

Blessing 

P: May the God of all creation,  in whose image we are made, who claims 
us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason 

to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, be with you today and always. 
C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN 439, “Soon and Very Soon” 

 

https://youtu.be/VxarZBxK0iQ


 

A: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Prodisee Pantry Wednesdays resumed last month.  Our next opportunity to 

volunteer is November 18 at 5:30pm.  All volunteers now wear masks and use 
gloves, which is not too uncomfortable.  Prodisee Pantry has this so well 
organized and it is wonderful being able to volunteer again!  You must be 
16 or older and wear a mask.  Gloves will be provided.  Please join us. 

Help Needed: We remain in need of someone willing to Schedule 
Worship Leaders every month for roles such as assisting ministers, acolytes, 
lectors, cantors, children’s sermon, greeters, ushers, etc.  Tommy Fuller has 
graciously been filling in this position but would appreciate someone else 
stepping up for this task.  Please see Tommy or Phyllis for more 
information.  Thank you to all who so graciously give of their time.  All 
help is much appreciated.  These positions are unpaid, but the heavenly 
reward is priceless.  Worship and Music Commission  Phyllis Buchholz 

2021 Church Council Positions Available:  We have openings for Council 
President and Council Board of Property.  If you would like to serve on our 
church council during the 2021 – 2022 term, please contact one of our nominating 
committee team members, Cyndi Howell (251-625-3508), Jeff Ramsland (256-208-
1627) or Steve Horlebein (251-455-7689). 

Looking for 2021 Volunteers:  We need three volunteers willing to participate 
during 2021 as a member of our Nominating Committee.  We also need two 
volunteers who would attend the Synod Assembly as voting members in June, 
2021.  (Travel expenses would be covered.)   Thank you to those who have already 
volunteered fill numerous other leadership positions!  This includes Tiffany Bogle, 
Randi Patterson, Heather Sanders, and Katrina Schonemann. 



HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, November 8, 2020 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Joyce Dyas, Danny Inlow, Bruce 
Peterson, Dot Peterson and Wade Winslow;  Those serving in military, 
firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, 
Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent 
Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick 
Thorsrud and Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Grace 
Lutheran Church – Gulf Shores and AL  Pastor Hope Noble;  ELCA 
Leaders:  SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:     Attendance – 41   Offerings -  $4,450.00 

SCRIPTURE NOVEMBER 15th:  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 
5:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am Service of Holy Communion 

Mon., Nov. 9 5:45pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Tues., Nov. 10 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm  Church Council meeting 

Wed., Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day 
 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 
 5:30pm  Yoga Class 

Thur., Nov. 12 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours 

Fri., Nov. 13 4:30pm – 5:00pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Sat., Nov. 14 8:00am  Yoga Class 

Sun., Nov. 15 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion  
 

Birthdays: 
Paul Gridler 11/10 

 



Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musicians Joy M. Sullivan: Piano 
 Steve Horlebein: Guitar 

Assisting Minister Tommy Fuller 

Acolyte Mena Teal 

Lector Franklin Lamb 

Cantor Tommy Fuller 

Children’s Sermon Tommy Fuller 

Altar Guild Kathy Fuller 

Greeters Rick & Ann Massey  

Ushers Bob Patterson & Katrina Schonemann 

Tellers Diane MacShane & Dave Howell  

Flower Pickup (Saturday, November 14th) Fuller 

The flowers at the Alter today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving  
by the Thorsrud children in honor of their parents, Derek and Donna Thorsrud.  

 

  

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens. 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty. 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with others. 



As we leave summer behind, this time of year can be filled with 
opportunities to take stock of who we are, think about or rethink how we 
define our relationship to God and our relationship to the world around us.  
The simple truth is that we aren’t lucky.  We are Blessed !  Oh, how easily 
we can forget.  (Actually, I am speaking for myself and how easily I forget.)   

Here at Holy Trinity are we demonstrating to God that we are blessed?  I 
think so.  Our congregation’s ministry is making a difference in the 
community and the world.  But being humble and striving to be even better 
is in the nature God has bestowed on us.  It’s expressed in the wide range 
of renewal efforts and the fellowship we share.  It’s expressed by our 
ministry to those amongst us on Sundays, the kindness shown towards 
others we meet during the week, and our ministerial efforts directed 
towards those who are young and towards those more senior youngsters. 

This Fall’s Stewardship activities will focus on three things: 1.) God’s work, 
2.) God’s gifts, and 3.) our grateful response.  It will conclude on 
November 22nd with Pledge Sunday. 

Between now and the end of the year you will hear from fellow 
worshippers inclined to share personal journeys or challenges with God’s 
work, God’s gifts and responding gratefully.  Hopefully, we will understand 
more deeply that Stewardship is taking care of the things that belong 
to God.  Maybe you will consider that the scope of stewardship is about 
more than just money.  You may get a renewed sense that our talents are 
God given; that our individual skills are God enabled.  You might rethink 
that our possessions are not truly earned but rather are some of God’s 
gifts to us.    

You might glean a clearer mindset of abundance.  You may come up with 
ideas to repurpose some of your abundance—material, talents, skills and 
time.   That it’s more about opening our hearts wider, recognizing God’s 
blessings to us.  It’s also about responding with our time, responding with 
our skills, responding in our ongoing service to God and others.   

Through God’s wisdom, I pray that we all might strike a different and more 
blessed balance in our lives.   I pray that we all take the opportunity to 
repurpose what we don’t really need for ourselves.  I pray that we continue 
to demonstrate the nature God has bestowed on us. 

In Christ’s name,  

Rich Peacock, Council Vice President 

Stewardship Commission



 



 
  



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together.  To protect you and other 
worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions.  Here is a summary of our temporary worship 
adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending services.  If you 
have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot 
maintain six feet of separation from others.  If you do not have a mask with you we 
have a small supply on hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem 
a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking 
notes, etc.  If you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We 
sanitize them before and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain 
open during worship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical 
accompaniment remains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in 
place” wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway will remain open to minimize your 
physical contact with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are 
inside.  Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not 
available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may 
be dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to 
complete and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of sanctuary.  
This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers 
around you.  Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the 
center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you 
leave all paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other 
items.  Please be safe by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering 
the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each 
Sunday's worship. 


