
 

 
 

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love” 
                                                                   St. John 15:9 
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Rev. Richard H. Mueller Pastor 
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    “Come, Celebrate with Us” 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in serving 

you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration 

sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest 

book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN 378, “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

https://youtu.be/YFFyGo42Lpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

https://hymnary.org/media/fetch/157904


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



Word 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African 
home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim 
the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 
about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; 
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM (Sung Responsively) Psalm 22:25-31 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 



 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live 
forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel 
be- | fore the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom 
we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward 
God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has 
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known 
and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has 
to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 



brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would 
have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they 
can do nothing. 

Jesus said: 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 
by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Sarah Howell 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY 595, “Jesus Loves Me” 

 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

https://youtu.be/L0NkzLLNPmA


begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS  (Stand or kneel) 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in 
you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on 
earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of 
creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the 
earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth 
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love 
for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of 
your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for 
the needs of all (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their 
mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be 
mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

P: Peace be with you.   C:  And also with you. 

Meal 

OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, 
including the care of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets 
provided near the entrance of the sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let Us Pray. 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 

 



 

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN 640, “Our Father, by Whose Name” 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 

C: Amen 

https://youtu.be/CuYhHdmubBE


The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sending 
BLESSING 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus.  The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



SENDING HYMN 376, “Thine Is the Glory” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hmzmqDjZbvg


DISMISSAL 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27115.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Jay Fassbender, Dot Peterson and Wade 
Winslow;  Those serving in military, firefighters & law enforcement 
including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and Cathryn Cormier, 
Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, Jordan Miller, 
Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick Thorsrud and Dylan 
Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  Lutheran – Episcopal 
Mission of the Annunciation – Perkinston, MS and Rev. John David 
Simpson;  ELCA Leaders:  SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:     Attendance – 42   Offerings – $8,759.00 

 

SCRIPTURE MAY 16TH:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-
19 

 
  



 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

Today Mother’s Day 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 

Mon., May 10 5:45pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Tues., May 11  9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm  Congregation Council Meeting 

Wed., May 12 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 
 5:45pm  Yoga Class 

Thur., May 13  Ascension Day  
 9:00am – 2:00pm   Office Hours 
 6:00pm  WELCA - Phoebe's Circle @ The Gathering Place 

Fri., May 14 4:30pm – 5:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Sat., May 15 8:00am – 8:45am  Yoga Class 

Sun., May 16 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion 
 1:15pm  Boy Scouts - on the patio 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Barbie Ramsland  05/12 

 
 



Assisting in Worship 

Presiding Minister Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musicians Joy M. Sullivan:  Piano 
 Steve Horlebein:  Guitar 

Assisting Minister Linda Veren 

Acolyte Emily Cormier 

Lector Cyndi Howell 

Cantor Tommy Fuller 

Children’s Sermon Sarah Howell 

Altar Guild Kathy Fuller 

Greeters Bruce & Ginny Peterson  

Ushers Phyllis Buchholz & Dave Howell 

Tellers Diane MacShane & Dave Howell 

Flowers Pick-up (May 15th)   Fullers 

The flowers at the Altar today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving 
in Honor of Barbie Ramsland’s birthday and Mother’s Day.  

  

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with other. 



 



 



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
 

Thank you and God for being part of our worship together. To protect you and 
other worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, Synod, and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions. Here is a summary of our temporary 
worship adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending 
services. If you have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers.  

1. Wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot maintain six 
feet of separation from others. If you do not have a mask with you, we have a 
small supply on hand. Hand sanitizer is plentiful.  

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card. Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and 
stem a potential outbreak.  

3. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.  

4. Only the main entrance is being used. As you enter the building, please pick up 
a bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary. The doors will 
remain open during worship services to optimize ventilation. 

5. Singing softly is permitted. Please remain aware of your surroundings.   

6. Passing of the Peace: We always attempt to maintain a “stay in place” wave or 
some other safe gesture. Circulation should be extremely limited.  

7. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway remain open. Multiple anti-bacterial 
soap dispensers are inside. Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate 
privacy, it is not available.  

8. The offering and attendance cards are dropped in the labeled baskets on either 
side of the sanctuary. Please be sure to complete and place your attendance card 
in the basket before you leave.  

9. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of 
sanctuary. This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the 
worshipers around you. Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, 
approach from the center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.  

10. After the worship service, please carry out anything you carried into the 
sanctuary, including all paper, writing instruments, etc.  

11. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible. Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

12. Following worship services, we are not hosting any hospitality. Please avoid 
entering the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

13. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after 
each Sunday's worship. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

+ An Alabama Sunset + 


