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“Come, Celebrate with Us”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! To assist the office staff in serving
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration
sheet included in the bulletin. We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest
book on the table near the doors.
Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240.


 

























Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with
angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace
on all the earth.
C: Amen.
P: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence for reflection
P: Holy God,
C: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with
competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on
love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in
word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
P: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come
among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your
sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

913, “While Shepherds
Watched Their Flocks”
(New Resource: “All Creation Sings”)

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all
that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Word
FIRST READING
Jeremiah 31:7-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In
Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express
their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
7
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM (Sung Responsively)
Psalm 147:12-20
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12)
12
Worship the Lord, | O Jerusalem;
praise your | God, O Zion,
13
who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
14
God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.
15
God sends out a command | to the earth,
a word that runs | very swiftly. R
16
God gives | snow like wool,
scattering | frost like ashes.
17
God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?
18
The Lord sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.
19
God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.
20
The Lord has not done so to any | other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! R
SECOND READING
Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been
promised eternal salvation.
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having

been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL LESSON
John 1:1-18
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pam Burkey
Rev. Richard H. Mueller
295, “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS (Stand or kneel)
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time
and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw
our attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and
technology. Make your church a place where all methods of communication
are celebrated. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking
us up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to
your wisdom and deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations
and peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose
names and identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children
navigating the adoption process, especially those in the foster system.
Sustain those struggling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace
all in need (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in
this congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or
communities (especially). As the seasons and the calendar change, equip us
for unexpected challenges. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service (especially
Wilhelm Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead us in your grace until, with
all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these
prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
We greet one another with a gesture of peace.
P: Peace be with you. C: And also with you.

Meal
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Your offering can be left in the baskets
provided near the entrance of the sanctuary.
OFFERTORY HYMN

186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let Us Pray.
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As
we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace
and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your
salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known
for you.

Christ is truly present in this sacrament. We trust the Word, “The body and blood of
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the
tray the Acolyte carries.
Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a
blessing. Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune
in your seat. Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side
aisle.

COMMUNION HYMN

275, “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister may say a table blessing.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.
A: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of
bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to
share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sending
BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ
Jesus, the Word made flesh.

C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

267, “Joy to the World”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Birthdays
Bill Pierce 01/02

Eric Veren 01/05

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Announcements for Sunday, January 2, 2022
TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: Those worshipping for the first time
at Holy Trinity. Cancer/Illness: Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot
Peterson, David Scott and Charles Sharp; Those serving in military,
firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle,
Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent
Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock and Dylan
Winslow; Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner: Grace Lutheran Church –
Gulf Shores, AL and Deacon Christine Huffman; ELCA Leaders: SE
Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our stewardship last week: Attendance – 22 Offerings – $2,430.00
SCRIPTURE JANUARY 9ND: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:1517, 21-22

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Today

10:00am Service of Holy Communion

Mon., Jan. 3

3:30pm Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons in Sanctuary

Tues., Jan. 4

8:30am – 2:30pm Office Hours
10:00am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in Classroom
4:00pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary
5:30pm Congregation Council Executive Committee
Meeting

Wed., Jan. 5

8:30am – 2:30pm Office Hours
5:00pm Musical Beginnings: Voice Lessons in Sanctuary
5:30pm Yoga Class

Thur., Jan. 6

Epiphany of Our Lord
8:30am – 2:30pm Office Hours
9:00am – 9:30am Musical Beginnings: Voice Lesson in
Sanctuary
10:00am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in Classroom
3:30-6:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship & Sanctuary

Sat., Jan. 8

Men’s Breakfast in Gathering Place
8:00am Cancelled: Yoga Class

Sun., Jan. 9

10:00am Service of Holy Communion

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Given by

Dedication

Kevin & Pam Burkey
Phyllis Buchholz
Kim & Billy Burmeister
Willie Burmeister
Mike & Emily Cormier
Steve & Debi Horlebein
David Kummer
Eck & Judi Luken
Richard & Joan Micelli
Betty Nelson

In Memory of Eldon & Margie
In Memory of My Parents & Brother
In Memory of Aunt Vi Johnson
In Memory of Bonnie Burmeister
For all Fallen Saints
In Memory of Loved Ones
In Honor of Pastor & Staff
In Memory of Our Parents
In Honor of Our Family
In Memory of Matt Studt & Peter
Mueller
In Memory of W. R. Schonemann
In Memory of Our Boys, Matt &
Peter
In honor of Our Grandchildren

Katrina & Doug Schonemann
Lorraine Studt & Pastor Mueller
Linda & Andy Veren

Offering Envelopes for 2022 are available as you leave today and are on the
table in the Narthex. If you don’t find one with your name on it, please let
the Church Office know and we will be sure to get one made up for you.
Thank you!

Assisting in Worship
Presiding Minister

Rev. Richard H. Mueller

Musicians

Joy M. Sullivan: Piano
Steve Horlebein: Guitar

Assisting Minister

Toni Fassbender

Acolyte

Diane MacShane

Lector

Joan Micelli

Cantor

Randi Patterson

Children’s Sermon

Pam Burkey

Altar Guild

Linda Gregg

Greeters

Lorraine Studt & Phyllis Buchholz

Ushers

Fred Fassbender

Tellers

Fred Fassbender & Phyllis Buchholz

Hospitality

TBD

Flower Pick-up (January 8th)

Barbie Ramsland

PURPOSE STATEMENT
God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith
that moves us beyond ourselves.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Faithfully living with Christ at the center.
Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds.
Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions.
Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens
Relating to one another with respect and honesty
Boldly sharing our blessings with others.
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