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WELCOME TO  WORSHIP  

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in 

serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 

Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time 

worshippers to sign the guest book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

  



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 806, “O God, My Faithful God” 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/GVtZ-gsEGhk


GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in 
the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Word 
FIRST READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no 
child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name 
changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I 
will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for 
me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=939_XHVDcXM


of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  (Spoken in unison) Psalm 22:23-31 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give 
glory. 
  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their 
poverty; neither is the LORD‘s face hid- | den from them; 
  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live 
forever! R 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be-
 | fore the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25 

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship 
with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah 



were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what 
God had promised to accomplish. 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Spoken in unison)  

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful. 
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 8:31-38 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the 
first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the 
way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 



For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Tommy Fuller 

SERMON Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

HYMN OF THE DAY 335, “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/mZB2IRjC2i0


 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



THE PRAYERS     (Stand or kneel) 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, 
that they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your 
promises; give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, 
preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to 
join you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within 
and between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence 
new realities we cannot even imagine. (Here specific places of need may be named.) 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth 
of your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, 
and spirit. Restore all who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims 
of injustice, exploitation, and oppression (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. 
Bless grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look 
to them for care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, 
parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing 
to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families. (The congregation’s 
ministries and community services may be named.) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all 
the saints whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that 
together we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you.   And also with you. 

Meal 
OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 
of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a  Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A:  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in 
our hunger with bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this meal, that 
we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken) 
P:   The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you.   
P:   Lift up your hearts.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 



 

COMMUNION HYMN 783, “Praise and Thanks and Adoration”  

 

 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one 
body for the sake of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

https://youtu.be/uZpHXKizKDo


Sending 
Blessing 

P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God 

bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 

life-giving Trinity. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN 802, “Let us Ever Walk with Jesus”  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/x-aBUXgplOE


 

 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 
 

Service of Word, Song, Meditation and Prayer 
  

 

Wednesday, March 3rd 
 

Wednesday, March 10th 
 

Wednesday, March 17th 
 

Wednesday, March 24th  
  

 

7:00 pm.  
 

We continue our Lenten Journey each Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm as we 
gather in the Sanctuary for a Service of Word, Song, Meditation and Prayer. 
Our theme this year is “Awesome Mystery” based on the Marty Haugen 
hymn “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery.” If you have not received your 
copy of the daily devotional guide by the same name, copies are available in 
the Narthex.  

 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, February 28, 2021 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Dot Peterson and Wade Winslow;  
Those serving in military, firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc 
Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, 
Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, 
Rich Peacock, Derrick Thorsrud and Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s 
Mission Partner:  Martin Luther Lutheran Church – Mobile, AL and 
Pastor Kathryn Love;  ELCA Leaders:  SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin 
Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich 
Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:               Attendance – 37  Offerings –  $3,155.00 

        Ash Wednesday:               Attendance – 26  Offerings –     $200.00 

 

SCRIPTURE MARCH 7TH:  Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 
2:13-22 

 



Today we bid Farewell and Godspeed to two of our most cherished 
members, Elsie and Franklin Lamb. While we will miss them dearly, we 
pray God’s great blessing upon them as they relocate to their new home in 
Jackson, Ms. where they will be near their son Jeff and his family. Elsie and 
Franklin have been like Mom and Pop to many of us and Grandma and 
Grandpa to many of our young ones. They have been faithful partners in 
this ministry we share and have set a great example of what it truly means 
to serve in church and community. While they will no longer be physically 
present with us, their spirit will be with us always and we will continue to 
give thanks for their presence among us. It has been such a blessing to have 
them in our midst! As they go in peace, we know they will continue to serve 
the Lord! May God Bless us all! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 

Mon., Mar. 1 St. David's Day 
 5:45pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Tues., Mar. 2 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 
 5:30pm – 6:30pm  Council Executive Committee Meeting 

Wed., Mar. 3 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 
 5:45pm  Yoga Class 
 7:00pm  Lenten Service – Service of  The Word 

Thur., Mar. 4 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours   

Fri., Mar. 5 4:30pm – 5:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Sat., Mar. 6 8:00am – 10:00am  Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00am – 8:45am  Yoga Class 

Sun., Mar. 7 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion  

  1:15pm  Boy Scouts - on the patio 
 

Birthdays 
Rick Massey   03/01  Jenny Shrider   03/02 

 
 

 
  



Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister Rev. Richard H. Mueller 

Musicians Joy M. Sullivan: Piano 
 Steve Horlebein: Guitar 

Assisting Minister Jeff Ramsland 

Acolyte Mena Teal 

Lector Anna Thorsrud 

Cantor Debi Horlebein 

Children’s Sermon Tommy Fuller 

Altar Guild Kathy Fuller 

Greeters Jerry & Bärbell Driskell   

Ushers Derek Thorsrud & Rich Peacock  

Tellers Mena Teal & Dave Howell 

  

  
  

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
13. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
14. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
15. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
16. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens. 
17. Relating to one another with respect and honesty. 
18. Boldly sharing our blessings with others. 
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PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
 

Thank you and God for being part of our worship together. To protect you and 
other worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, Synod, and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions. Here is a summary of our temporary 
worship adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending 
services. If you have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers.  

1. Wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot maintain six 
feet of separation from others. If you do not have a mask with you we have a 
small supply on hand. Hand sanitizer is plentiful.  

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card. Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and 
stem a potential outbreak.  

3. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.  

4. Only the main entrance is being used. As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary. The doors will 
remain open during worship services to optimize ventilation. 

5. Singing softly is permitted. Please remain aware of your surroundings.   
6. Passing of the Peace: We always attempt to maintain a “stay in place” wave or 

some other safe gesture. Circulation should be extremely limited.  
7. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway remain open. Multiple anti-bacterial 

soap dispensers are inside. Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate 
privacy, it is not available.  

8. The offering and attendance cards are dropped in the labeled baskets on either 
side of the sanctuary. Please be sure to complete and place your attendance card 
in the basket before you leave.  

9. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of 
sanctuary. This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the 
worshipers around you. Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, 
approach from the center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.  

10. After the worship service, please carry out anything you carried into the 
sanctuary, including all paper, writing instruments, etc.  

11. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible. Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

12. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality. Please avoid 
entering the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

13. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after 
each Sunday's worship. 
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