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“Come, Celebrate with Us”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! To assist the office staff in serving
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration
sheet included in the bulletin. We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest
book on the table near the doors.
Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240.


 

























Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who
lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence for reflection
P: God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We
fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our
call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material
wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we
are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us,
Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of
the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of
divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

264, “Prepare the Royal Highway”

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE OF ADVENT
240 “Light One Candle”(Stanza 2)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Word
FIRST READING
Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining
God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.
1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM (Sung Responsively)
Luke 1:68-79
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us. (Lk. 1:78)
68
Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,
you have come to your people and | set them free.
69
You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior,
born of the house of your | servant David. R
70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our
enemies,
71
from the hands of | all who hate us,
72
to show mercy | to our forebears,
and to remember your | holy covenant.
73
This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,
free to worship you | without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R
76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,
77
to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation
by the forgiveness | of their sins.
78
In the tender compassion | of our God
the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,

79

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of
death,
and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R
SECOND READING
Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his
joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted
Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love
and knowledge.
3
I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy
in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day
of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 3:1-6
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.

1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Pam Burkey
SERMON
Rev. Richard H. Mueller
HYMN OF THE DAY
249, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS (Stand or kneel)
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming.
Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their
preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them
with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that
you create and call good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on
behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants;
the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make
them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our
lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed,
lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received.
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways.
Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more
humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live
in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
We greet one another with a gesture of peace.
P: Peace be with you. C: And also with you.
ANTHEM: Flute Ensemble

Meal
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Your offering can be left in the baskets
provided near the entrance of the sanctuary.
OFFERTORY HYMN

186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let Us Pray.
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and
our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as
we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and
our peace.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Christ is truly present in this sacrament. We trust the Word, “The body and blood of
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the
tray the Acolyte carries.
Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a
blessing. Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune
in your seat. Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side
aisle.

ANTHEM: Flute Ensemble
COMMUNION HYMN

256, “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister may say a table blessing.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.
A: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sending
BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ
Jesus for whom we wait.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

239, “Hark, the Glad Sound!”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Announcements for Sunday, December 5, 2021
TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: Those worshipping for the first time
at Holy Trinity. Cancer/Illness: Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot
Peterson, David Scott and Charles Sharp; Those serving in military,
firefighters & law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle,
Adam and Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent
Massey, Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock and Dylan
Winslow; Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner: Lutheran – Episcopal
Mission of the Annunciation – Perkinston, MS and Rev. John David
Simpson; ELCA Leaders: SE Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland,
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our stewardship last week: Attendance – 30 Offerings – $2,160.00
SCRIPTURE DECEMBER 12TH: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians
4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Our annual congregation meeting is scheduled for today, immediately
following the worship service. Topics include the annual reports, the 2022
Ministry Financial Plan, and elections. Voting members - please plan to
attend and let your voice and vote be heard.
AN EVENING IN ADVENT
Our Advent Event for 2021 will take place on Wednesday evening,
December 8th beginning at 6:00 pm with a light supper in the Fellowship
Hall. There will be time for fellowship, an Advent Study and the decorating
of the Sanctuary Christmas Tree. The evening will conclude with a Service
of Word and Prayer. Plan now to be with us for this time of fellowship and
preparation for the celebration of the coming of Jesus among us!
MUSICAL BEGINNINGS RECITAL: Musical Beginnings will hold its
Winter Recital on Friday evening, December 10th, 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary at Holy Trinity. Our own Nick Bogle will be one of the
participants. Please come out and support the great talent of these young
musicians in our community.
With great joy and thanksgiving we welcome today a Flute Ensemble that
includes our very own Randi Patterson. They will share their musical talent
before and during our worship today. We give thanks to God for the
sharing of their ministry of music with us today. Abundantly Blessed,
indeed!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Today

9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
10:00am Service of Holy Communion
11:15am Annual Congregation Assembly
1:15pm Boy Scouts - On The Patio

Mon., Dec. 6

3:00pm – 9:00pm Taco Mama’s Spirit Night
3:30pm – 5:00pm Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons in
Sanctuary
4:00pm – 5:30pm ESILL Class: Walking the Jewish Bible
Series: Esther and Ezra (Fellowship Hall)
9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
4:00 pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
5:00pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Voice Lessons in
Sanctuary
6:00pm Advent Event

Tues., Dec. 7

Wed., Dec. 8

Thur., Dec. 9

Fri., Dec. 10

9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
9:00am – 9:30am Musical Beginnings: Voice Lesson in
Sanctuary
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
3:30 pm – 6:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
6:30pm Musical Beginnings Recital

Sat., Dec. 11

8:00am Yoga Class

Sun., Dec. 12

9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
9:00am Cancelled: Choir Practice
10:00am Service of Holy Communion

Birthdays
Gage Foxworth 12/06 Gordon Gunderson 12/09
James Tesch 12/09

Assisting in Worship
Presiding Minister

Rev. Richard H. Mueller

Musicians

Joy M. Sullivan: Piano
Steve Horlebein: Guitar

Assisting Minister

Linda Veren

Acolyte

Dave Kummer

Lector

Ginny Peterson

Cantor

Randi Patterson

Children’s Sermon

Pam Burkey

Altar Guild

Linda Gregg

Greeters

Dave Howell & Phyllis Buchholz

Ushers

Derek Thorsrud & Sam Oldham

Tellers

Phyllis Buchholz & Pam Burkey

Hospitality

Joan Micelli & Katrina Schonemann

PURPOSE STATEMENT
God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith
that moves us beyond ourselves.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Faithfully living with Christ at the center.
Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds.
Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions.
Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens
Relating to one another with respect and honesty
Boldly sharing our blessings with others.

TACO MAMA’S
SPIRIT NIGHT!
MONDAY – DECEMBER 6 2021
3:00 – 9:00 PM
TH,

10% of all sales will be donated to
Kiwanis Club of Daphne-Spanish Fort!
Location: 6883 US Highway 90 - Daphne
(Across from Home Depot)
https://tacomamaonline.com/

