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WELCOME TO  WORSHIP  

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!   To assist the office staff in 

serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 

Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  We also ask first time 

worshippers to sign the guest book on the table near the doors.   

Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240. 

                                                         

Gathering 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

  



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN 257, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 (Stanzas 1-4) 

 

 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE (Spoken) 

A:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

https://youtu.be/pj6vzfkk8II
https://youtu.be/pj6vzfkk8II


A:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

BLESSING of the ADVENT WREATH & LIGHTING of the 
FIRST CANDLE of ADVENT     Hymn 240 “Light One Candle” 

(Stanza 4)        

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that 
willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

https://youtu.be/YbuFk_GwCQ8
https://youtu.be/YbuFk_GwCQ8
https://youtu.be/YbuFk_GwCQ8
https://youtu.be/YbuFk_GwCQ8


Word 
FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s 
house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the 
throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to 
hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed. 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and 
tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a 
house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time 
that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from 
all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  (Spoken in unison) Luke 1:46b-55 

You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly. (Lk. 1:52) 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 



  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation. R 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 

SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27 

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all 
humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all nations. 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to 
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Spoken in unison)  

Alleluia!  Lord and Savior: open now you saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia!  Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26-38 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary 
people from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to 
common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in 
this gospel. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 



the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Brittney Peacock 

SERMON Rev. James Korzun 

HYMN OF THE DAY 260, “The King Shall Come” 

 

 

https://youtu.be/4VsnEHqkwtc


NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS     (Stand or kneel) 

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this 
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray 
for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths (Nearby churches, 
mosques, temples, and synagogues may be named ).  Inspire the faith of their 
people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and 
service to our community. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to 
you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils 
that surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for 
the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. 
Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which 
everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich 
away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. 
Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. 
Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround 
everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender 
presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. 
We give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other 
ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out 
as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders 
in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you.   And also with you. 



Meal 
OFFERING   An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 
of those in need.  Your offering can be left in the baskets provided near the entrance of the 
sanctuary.  

OFFERTORY HYMN     186, “Create in Me a  Clean Heart” 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:  Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in 

every season.  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world 
will receive your blessing.  In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

C: Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken in unison) 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.   
Life up your hearts.  We life them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The presiding minister continues:  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the 
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9bLVM_L_UU


The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from 
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the 
tray the Acolyte carries. 

Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.  Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side 
aisle. 

 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN 263, “Savior of the Nations, Come”  

 

 

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life. 

C: Amen 

The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we 
rejoice.  In this bread and cup you give us life forever.  In your 
boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s 
needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

  

https://youtu.be/DsNPi71O7FI


Sending 

Blessing 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 

Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN 257, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 (Stanzas 5-8) 

 

https://youtu.be/RTsCC0hwL5g
https://youtu.be/RTsCC0hwL5g


 
 

 

A: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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It’s Not Too Late!   If you missed Commitment Sunday you can still 
submit your Best Estimate Giving Card through the end of December.  
Simply drop it in the offering plate.  If you need a fresh Giving Card, just 
stop by the church office or ask Steve Horlebein for one. 

COME CELEBRATE WITH US: the Nativity of Our Lord – 
Christmas Eve on Tuesday, December 24th, 5:30 pm.  This is a great time 
to invite neighbors, friends and family who are not a regular part of our 
fellowship.  See you in Church, especially Christmas Eve! 

The Sock Tree is in the narthex again this year. Items on tree will be given 
to Family Promise.  Items needed: socks, toothbrushes, underwear, paper 
towels, toilet paper and laundry detergent.  

 

 
 



HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Announcements for Sunday, December 20, 2020 

TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:  Those worshipping for the first time 
at Holy Trinity.  Cancer/Illness: Joyce Dyas, Bruce Peterson, Dot 
Peterson and Wade Winslow;  Those serving in military, firefighters & 
law enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and 
Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey, 
Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock, Derrick Thorsrud 
and Dylan Winslow;  Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner:  St. Paul Lutheran 
Church – Mobile, AL and Pastor Kathryn Love;  ELCA Leaders:  SE 
Synod Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our stewardship last week:     Attendance – 23 Offerings -  $2,915.00 

SCRIPTURE DECEMBER 27TH:  Isaiah 61:10--62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 
2:22-40 

 
 

Birthdays 
Joy Sullivan  12/20   Katrina Schonemann  12/21   Eva Veren  12/23 

Nika Smith  12/24    George Winslow   12/26 
 
 
 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 10:00am  Service of Holy Communion 

Mon., Dec. 21 5:45pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Tues., Dec. 22 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 3:00pm – 6:15pm  Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons 

Wed., Dec. 23 9:00am – 2:00pm  Office Hours 
 4:00pm – 4:30pm  Musical Beginnings - Classroom 2 

Thur., Dec. 24 6:00pm  Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve Service 

Fri., Dec. 25 Christmas Day 

Sun., Dec. 27 9:00am  Cancelled: Sunday School 
 9:00am  Cancelled: Choir Practice  

10:00am Service of Holy Communion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Assisting in Worship 
Presiding Minister Rev. James Korzun 

Musicians Joy M. Sullivan: Piano 
 Steve Horlebein: Guitar 

Assisting Minister Linda Veren  

Acolyte Mena Teal 

Lector Anna Thorsrud 

Cantor Randi Patterson 

Children’s Sermon Brittany Peacock 

Altar Guild Mena Teal 

Greeters Rick & Ann Massey  

Ushers Rich Peacock & Katrina Schonemann 

Tellers Dave Howell & Audri Richards 

 

  

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens. 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty. 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with others. 



 



  



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together.  To protect you and other 
worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions.  Here is a summary of our temporary worship 
adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending services.  If you 
have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot 
maintain six feet of separation from others.  If you do not have a mask with you we 
have a small supply on hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem 
a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking 
notes, etc.  If you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We 
sanitize them before and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain 
open during worship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical 
accompaniment remains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in 
place” wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway will remain open to minimize your 
physical contact with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are 
inside.  Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not 
available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may 
be dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to 
complete and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of sanctuary.  
This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers 
around you.  Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the 
center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you 
leave all paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other 
items.  Please be safe by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering 
the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each 
Sunday's worship. 


