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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah 
announces that the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul 
reminds us that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. In the 
familiar account of Christ’s birth, the evening sky is bright with the heavenly host 
singing, “Glory to God in the highest.” Amid our broken world we proclaim that 
the prince of peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in 
Christ’s body and blood—so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the 
world. 

WELCOME, in the name of the Christ Child of Bethlehem. To assist the office 
staff in serving you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion 
Registration sheet included in the bulletin.  If you are a first time visitor, 
please sign the guest book on the table near the entrance to the Narthex.    

Tonight we celebrate Holy Communion.  Christ invites all baptized children of 
God to receive this gift of grace.  Christ’s body and blood are truly present in the 
bread and wine.  Those not wishing to commune, may come forward for a special 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to 
commune in your seat. 

************************************************ 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 



on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

GATHERING HYMN 283 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Y3egGjeiWEA


 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

KYRIE (Spoken) 
A:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

A:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE   289, “Angels We Have Heard on High”  

 

https://youtu.be/WHWqj6gKS9g


 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of 
Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 



FIRST READING       Isaiah 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a 
royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this! 

2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM (Spoken Together in Unison)     Psalm 96 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11) 
 1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 



  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 
will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all 
that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com-
 | ing, O LORD, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. R 

SECOND READING      Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of 
our Savior’s final appearance. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 



SEQUENCE HYMN          279, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
(Stanzas 1-2 are sung before the reading of the Gospel.  Stanzas 3-4 are sung following 
the reading.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/kBKlR6yzp1E


GOSPEL       Luke 2:1-20 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great 
joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SEQUENCE HYMN          279, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
(Stanzas 3-4) 

 

https://youtu.be/kBKlR6yzp1E


CHILDREN’S SERMON Tommy Fuller 

SERMON Rev. Richard Mueller 

HYMN OF THE DAY 270, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/19w0IHPL4X0


 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven;  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     (Stand or kneel) 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the 
world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the 
voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, 
O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, 
and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the 
shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at 
your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 
world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest (especially). 
Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable provision for 
all in their care. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and 
reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those 
without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal 
those who are sick or hurting (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and 
expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those 
running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and size 
with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 
thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed 
(especially). Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal 
throne (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 



PEACE  

P: The peace of the Christ-child be with you always.    

C: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

Peace be with you And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 296, “What Child Is This” 

 

 

 

 
  

https://youtu.be/6jroBAl3WW8


OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let Us Pray.   

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and 
salvation to the earth.  Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all 
who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 

C:  Amen  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Spoken) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:  And also with you.   
P:   Lift up your hearts.   
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

The presiding minister continues:  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the 
preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give 
us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION 

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Christ is truly present in this sacrament.  We trust the Word, “The body and blood of 
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ's invitation, all baptized people of God are 
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy.   



Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune 
in your seat.   

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS              290, “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=RDNsX3tYbai1Q


 

 275, “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

 

 

The presiding minister may say a table blessing. 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 

C: Amen 

https://youtu.be/nSK8hek8pvk


The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion. 

A: Let us pray.   

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us 
from your very self with the body and blood of Christ.  Through this 
mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  

In the lighting of individual candles, please tip the unlit candle to receive the flame from 
the lighted candle.  

CANDLELIGHT HYMN 281 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

 

 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=RDUNpiQwgStNA


 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy 
through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the 

magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN      267, “Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/tC3SwhJsLqU


 

DISMISSAL 

A: Christ is born!   Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Worship Notes 
The lighting of the individual candles will be done at the head of the center 
aisle. One member from each family can approach the Altar to receive the 
light and take it back to their family. In lighting the individual candles, 
always tip the unlit candle towards the lighted candle to avoid spilling the 
hot wax from the lighted candle. At the end of “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
please extinguish your candle. 

Finally, it is here!  Tonight we celebrate the “Christ - Mass”.  Mass is from 
the Latin word, Missa, (as in, dismissal).  Having heard the Word and having 
been nourished by the Word made flesh again in Holy Communion, we are 
dismissed and sent out to bring the Word to others. 

Light is used throughout the service to visually proclaim the Gospel; God 
has become what we are, so that all the nations may know Him!  Again, as 
we go forth tonight, let us go and bear that light to the nations. 

 

 



Ms. Lorraine and Pastor Mueller would like to thank everyone for 
their gifts, cards and special greetings during this time of joy and 
celebration at the birth of Jesus our Savior and Lord.  May the 
blessings of the Christ child be with us always.  A most Blessed 
Christmas to us all. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Given by Dedication 

Steve & Debi Horlebein In Memory of Loved Ones 
David Kummer In Honor of Absent Friends 
Phyllis Buchholz In Memory of Loved Ones 
Toni & Fred Fassbender In Memory of Loved Ones  

Tommy & Kathy Fuller In Honor of our Granddaughters 

Derek & Donna Thorsrud In Memory of Danny Inlow 

Bert & Audri Richards To Family & Friends, Near & Far 

Jerry & Bärbell Driskell In Honor of Our Mothers 

Linda & Andy Veren In Memory of Loved Ones 
Katrina Schoneman In Memory of W. R. Schonemann 
Willie Burmeister In Memory of Bonnie Burmeister 
Mike & Emily Cormier In Celebration of Our New Grand 

Baby  
Lorraine Studt & Pastor Mueller  In Memory of Our Sons, Matt & 

Peter  



Assisting in Worship 

Presiding Minister Rev. Richard Mueller 

Musicians Joy Sullivan 
 Steve Horlebein 

Assisting Minister   Tommy Fuller 

Acolyte Cyndi Howell 

Lector Andy Veren 

Cantor Debi Horlebein 

Children’s Sermon Tommy Fuller  

Altar Guild Kathy Fuller 

Greeters Linda Gregg & Phyllis Buchholz  

Ushers Chris & Diane MacShane  

Flowers Christmas Poinsettias  

 

  

 

 

 
PURPOSE STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith 
that moves us beyond ourselves. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Faithfully living with Christ at the center. 
2. Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds. 
3. Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions. 
4. Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens 
5. Relating to one another with respect and honesty 
6. Boldly sharing our blessings with other. 



 



  



PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS 
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together.  To protect you and other 
worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, our synod and Alabama state 
recommendations as extra precautions.  Here is a summary of our temporary worship 
adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending services.  If you 
have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers. 

1. Bringing and wearing a mask is strongly encouraged, especially if you cannot 
maintain six feet of separation from others.  If you do not have a mask with you we 
have a small supply on hand.  Hand sanitizer is plentiful.     

2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card.  Please do so as this 
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and stem 
a potential outbreak.   

3. Please bring your own writing instrument for completing attendance cards, taking 
notes, etc.  If you do not have one with you, ask an usher for a pen or pencil.  We 
sanitize them before and after each service.   

4. Maintain six feet separation between families for adequate social distancing once 
entering the building, while in the sanctuary, and until you leave the building.   

5. Only the main entrance is being used.  As you enter the building please pick up a 
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary.  The doors will remain 
open during worship services to optimize ventilation.   

6. Singing will be limited to only a soloist for a while.  Our usual musical 
accompaniment remains. 

7. Passing of the Peace is curtailed for now.  Opportunities always remain for a “stay in 
place” wave or some other safe gesture. 

8. Restroom doors at the end of the hallway will remain open to minimize your 
physical contact with any other objects.  Multiple anti-bacterial soap dispensers are 
inside.  Since the narthex restroom does not afford adequate privacy, it is not 
available.  

9. The offering and attendance cards will not be collected during the service but may 
be dropped in the labelled baskets on either side of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to 
complete and place your attendance card in the basket before you leave. 

10. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of sanctuary.  
This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the worshipers 
around you.  Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn, approach from the 
center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.   

11. After the worship service please proceed to the building exit, taking with you as you 
leave all paper, writing instruments, bibles, precious stones, popcorn or any other 
items.  Please be safe by being patient.  

12. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible.  Hence, we do not 
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.  

13. Following worship services we are not hosting any hospitality.  Please avoid entering 
the Fellowship Hall or the classrooms.  

14. The sanctuary and other common spaces are being cleaned and disinfected after each 
Sunday's worship. 


