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“Come, Celebrate with Us”

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

WELCOME, in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! To assist the office staff in serving
you, please sign the yellow Attendance & Communion Registration
sheet included in the bulletin. We also ask first time worshippers to sign the guest
book on the table near the doors.
Please direct all pastoral care concerns to Pastor, Rich Mueller at 914-388-2240.


 

























Gathering
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We face the font, remembering God’s promise of forgiveness in baptism.
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

863, “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God. and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.
Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse
us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be
preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Word
FIRST READING
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the
covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract
from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s
children.
1
So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that
the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add
anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep
the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you.
6
You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other
great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we
call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as
just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?
9
But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the

things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s
children.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM (Sung Responsively)
Psalm 15
LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? (Ps. 15:1)
1
LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your | holy hill?
2
Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,
who speak the truth | from their heart;
3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.
4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those
who | fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their
word.
5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
|
a- gainst the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R
SECOND READING
James 1:17-27
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in
godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they
hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.
17
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his
creatures.
19
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth
of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has
the power to save your souls.
22
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like
those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and,
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

26

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot
become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart.
1
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, 2they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
7
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
14
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of

you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.”
21
For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from
within, and they defile a person.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Pam Burkey
SERMON
Rev. Richard H. Mueller
HYMN OF THE DAY
806, “O God, My Faithful God”

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS (Stand or kneel)
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your
presence. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive
and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat
and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened

habitats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and local leaders may
be named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and local
governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are
unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter,
clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year
(students, teachers, or others may be named here). Empower teachers and school
administrators. Guide students in their learning and development.
Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide
encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God
with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting
that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
We greet one another with a gesture of peace.
P: Peace be with you. C: And also with you.

Meal

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church,
including the care of those in need. Your offering can be left in the baskets
provided near the entrance of the sanctuary.
OFFERTORY HYMN

186, “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Let Us Pray.
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and
called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the
day, concluding: … we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

The Eucharistic Prayer follows, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Christ is truly present in this sacrament. We trust the Word, “The body and blood of
Christ given and shed for you.” By Christ’s invitation, all baptized people of God are
welcome to receive Christ’s gift of love and mercy. Cups are available to receive wine from
the Worship Assistant’s pouring chalice. If grape juice is preferable, it is available in the
tray the Acolyte carries.
Those not wishing to participate in Holy Communion may come forward and receive a
blessing. Please notify the usher if you are unable to come forward, but wish to commune

in your seat. Approach the altar from the center aisle and return to your seat by a side
aisle.

COMMUNION HYMN

772, “Oh, That the Lord
Would Guide My Ways”

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister may say a table blessing.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
C: Amen
The assisting minister leads the prayer after communion.

A: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we
could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen
us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sending
BLESSING
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with
us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

879, “For the Beauty of the Earth”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Birthdays
Marcia Willhite 09/02

Anniversaries
Tommie & Dot Peterson
08/30/1997 24 yrs
Linda & Buddy Gregg
09/03/1966 55 yrs

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Announcements for Sunday, August 29, 2021
TO KEEP IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: Those worshipping for the first time
at Holy Trinity. Cancer/Illness: Jay Fassbender, Ron Hetrick, Dot
Peterson and Charles Sharp; Those serving in military, firefighters & law
enforcement including: Marc Alverson, Daryl Bogle, Adam and
Cathryn Cormier, Steve Duke, Shawn Ethington, Brent Massey,
Jordan Miller, Christopher Mueller, Rich Peacock and Dylan
Winslow; Holy Trinity’s Mission Partner: Bethel Lutheran Church –
Biloxi, MS and Pastor Barbara Hunter; ELCA Leaders: SE Synod
Bishop Rev. Kevin Strickland, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton, Pastor Rich Mueller.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our stewardship last week: Attendance – 36 Offerings – $2,439.00
SCRIPTURE SEPTEMBER 5TH: Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-17; Mark
7:24-37

Thank you to all who helped with Lutheran World Relief during the past
year and the pickup this past Friday and Saturday. Despite the heat and
Covid obstacles, we got the job done! The homemade cookies, drinks and
other treats for our volunteers were delightful. Tommie Morgan

Today

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
10:00am Service of Holy Communion

Mon., Aug. 30 3:30pm – 5:00pm Musical Beginnings: Piano Lessons in
Sanctuary
Tues., Aug. 31 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
4:00 pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
Wed., Sep. 1 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
5:00pm – 5:30pm Musical Beginnings: Voice Lessons in
Sanctuary
5:45pm Yoga Class
Thur., Sep. 2 9:00am – 2:00pm Office Hours
9:00am – 9:30am Musical Beginnings: Voice Lesson
in Sanctuary
10:00am – 10:45am Musical Beginnings: Music Play in
Classroom
3:30 pm – 6:30pm Musical Beginnings: Fellowship Hall &
Sanctuary
Sat., Sep. 4

8:00am Yoga Class

Sun., Sep. 5

9:00am Cancelled: Sunday School
9:00am Cancelled: Choir Practice
10:00am Service of Holy Communion

Assisting in Worship
Presiding Minister

Rev. Richard H. Mueller

Musicians

Joy M. Sullivan: Piano
Steve Horlebein: Guitar

Assisting Minister

Toni Fassbender

Acolyte

Cyndi Howell

Lector

Donna Thorsrud

Cantor

Jim Ethington

Children’s Sermon

Pam Burkey

Altar Guild

Kathy Fuller

Greeters

Chris & Diane MacShane

Ushers

Fred Fassbender & Dave Howell

Tellers

Fred Fassbender & Dave Howell
th

Flowers Pick-up (September 4 )
Hospitality

Barbie Ramsland
Chris & Diane MacShane

The flowers at the Altar today are given to the Glory of God with Great Thanksgiving
in Honor of Heather Sander’s children, Oskar, Oliver & Ingrid Mitchell.

PURPOSE STATEMENT
God’s purpose for Holy Trinity is to grow faith
that moves us beyond ourselves.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Faithfully living with Christ at the center.
Prayerfully listening with open hearts and minds.
Selflessly welcoming all without preconceptions.
Courageously bearing our neighbor’s burdens
Relating to one another with respect and honesty
Boldly sharing our blessings with others.

PANDEMIC WORSHIP ADAPTATIONS
Thank you and God for being part of our worship together. To protect you and
other worshippers Holy Trinity is following CDC, Synod, and Alabama state
recommendations as extra precautions. Here is a summary of our temporary
worship adaptations that we ask everyone to respect and abide by while attending
services. If you have any questions, simply ask one of our ushers.
1. Wearing a mask is still encouraged, especially if you cannot maintain six feet of
separation from others. If you do not have a mask with you, we have a small
supply on hand. Hand sanitizer is plentiful.
2. It is imperative that everyone completes an attendance card. Please do so as this
information would be critical if we ever need to complete contact tracing and
stem a potential outbreak.
3. Only the main entrance is being used. As you enter the building, please pick up a
bulletin in the Narthex and proceed directly to the sanctuary. The doors will
remain open during worship services to optimize ventilation.
4. Passing of the Peace: Circulation should be extremely limited.
5. Restrooms remain available at the end of the hallway. Multiple anti-bacterial soap
dispensers are inside. Please wash your hands thoroughly.
6. The offering and attendance cards are dropped in the labeled baskets on either side
of the sanctuary. Please be sure to complete and place your attendance card in
the basket before you leave.
7. Communion is being administered by family/seating unit at the front of the
sanctuary. This might take a little longer, but please maintain six feet from the
worshipers around you. Follow the usher’s guidance when it’s your turn,
approach from the center aisle, and exit to the left and return to your seats.
8. After the worship service, please carry out anything you carried into the
sanctuary, including all paper, writing instruments, etc.
9. Temporarily, the narthex cabinets are locked and inaccessible. Hence, we do not
have access to our mail folders and we are not wearing our name tags.

